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Faking Reality
FADE | N:
EXT. LITTLE LEAGUE FI ELD -- DAY

A boy, 7-year old YOUNG ALBERT, is charging a ground ball.
He m sjudges it, steps on the ball and does a huge pratfall.

The winning run scores. Hi s teamis pissed. As Albert sits
up.

CGRAPHI C. Screen cap of Albert's fall posted on Facebook.
Comrent cones up: "Wat a dork!!ti”

| NT. GRAMVAR SCHOOL AUDI TORI UM - - DAY

It's the 5th grade spelling bee finals. Young Al bert is up
at the m ke before a packed house. THE JUDGE gives himhis
wor d.

JUDGE
Your word is "there."

Young Al bert panics.

YOUNG ALBERT
Coul d you use that in a sentence
pl ease?

JUDGE
Certainly. "They're putting their
toys in there."
That doesn't hel p.
Kids in the audi ence snicker.

GRAPHI C. screen cap of panicked Al bert posted on Instagram
Comrents pop up: "Nerd nuch?"

EXT. PLAYGROUND -- DAY

Boys are on the sw ngs, swi nging high and | eaping off for
di st ance.

Young Al bert is on the last swing. He goes high and lets
go. There's a ripping sound and the swing cones back with
Young Al bert's pants still attached.

The ki ds watching |-a-u-g-h.
GRAPHI C. screen cap of Albert running off in his underwear

posted on Twitter. Retweets nunbers increase, coments pop
up "It's Capt. Underwear!"



EXT. SCHOOL YARD -- DAY

Lonesonme Al bert is eating his brown bag |unch, |ooking at a
com ¢ book.

He sees an ad for "The Astoundi ng Leopold's Miil-Order Mgic
Store" with the slogan, "Learn magic and inpress your
friends."

He rips out the coupon.

EXT. PLAYGROUND -- DAY

Young Al bert has a cheap ball and cup set which he's
performng in front of a group of kids. They nerely rol
their eyes and wal k away, |aughing. But there's a FIVE YEAR
CLD BOY who's amazed and astounded. Albert is pleased.

FI VE YEAR COLD BOY
How did you do that?

YOUNG ALBERT
Magi c!

He pulls out a coin and starts to manipulate it...

DI SSCLVE:
| NT. Pl ZZA WORLD PARTY ROOM -- AFTERNOON
It's 10 years later---

We're in one of the private party roons of the fanmous chain
of pizza stores that cater to the youth of our nation.

ALBERT VOLUZ pulls the coin out of a SIX-YEAR OLD s ear to
much accl ai m

Al bert is performng magi c before a joyous and rowdy room of
SI X- YEAR- OLDS. He's now an ordi nary, good-natured, scruffy
hi gh school senior dressed in a goofy wizard gown with a

| ong colorful scarf around his neck.

Al bert pulls out a handkerchief with a flourish.

ALBERT
And now | present the magical dancing
handkerchief trick. You'll notice

this is an ordi nary handkerchi ef.

He waves it toward one Child and quickly pulls it away before
the Child can touch it. He does it again to a Second Child.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
See? See? Yes! Now, | hold this
ordi nary handkerchief Iike so.

( MORE)



ALBERT ( CONT' D)
And 1"l ask our birthday girl, Lisa,
to say the secret word.

He holds it out to the sweet little LISA They wait a nonent,
t hen Li sa asks:

LI SA
VWhat is it?

ALBERT
OCh, right, you don't knowit, you're
not a professional magic person.
Ckay, here it is; Abra---

LI SA
Abr a.
ALBERT
Macar oni
LI SA
Macar oni
ALBERT
Whacha- ma-wal ki n-1ily-all ey-ous.
LI SA
What now ma wacky fl ower odor.
ALBERT
Dance!
LI SA
Dance!

Not hi ng happens. Kids boo.

ALBERT
Now what went wong? Ch, | forgot!
You know how to make a handker chi ef
dance?

Kl DS
How?

ALBERT
You have to put a little bogey in
it!

Al bert grabs the handkerchief, blows his nose in it and then
it goes into the danci ng handkerchief bit, junping between
hi s hands.

He steers the booger-filled hanky towards the kids who shri ek,
| augh and applaud. Lisa is amazed!



LI SA
How did you--?

ALBERT
Magi c!

I NT. PI ZZA WORLD RESTAURANT -- AFTERNOON

Al bert, still in costune, has his equipnent in a duffel bag
as he exits the party roomeating a slice of pizza. He neets
up with LISA'S MOM

LI SA''S MOM
You were great.

ALBERT
Thank you. Good bunch of Kkids.

Lisa's Mom hands Al bert sone noney.

LI SA'S MOM
There you are. Thanks agai n.

ALBERT
Thank you.

Lisa's Momenters the kiddy chaos that is now the party room
whil e Al bert heads for the front door.

As he reaches the entrance, the high school jock crowd cones
in. The group is led by footballer and starting running

back, PAUL DAl ZACKER. Wth himare his pals, HORT, a smaller,
slick-1ooking senior and a sloww tted |inebacker, JOCKTU

PAUL
Ch, nice outfit, Voluz. Wo are you
supposed to be, David Crapperfield?

That cracks up the gang.

HORT
O Signmund and Avoi d!
Less so.
PAUL
What ?
HORT
Sorry.

Al bert starts to say sonething, then he | ooks at Paul oddly.
He reaches up to Paul's ear and pulls out a quarter.

ALBERT
Ah, that explains the rattling noise.
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Al bert offers himthe coin but Paul slaps it away. He's in
m d- gl ower when suddenl y:

TRACY (O. S.)
Paul !

They all turn to see the girls comng over. |It's TRACY

G LLI GAN, the enbodi ment of perkitude and hi gh school royalty,
wavi ng them over. She's with others, including CINDY, the
cheer| eader.

Paul turns from Al bert in disgust and the boys join the girls.
One of the group snaps a picture of Al bert and you just no
he's posting sonet hi ng.

Then the kids escape the party room and surround Al bert with
cries of "More! More!™

Al bert's smling, but steals a glance over to see Paul and
Tracy, the couple, surrounded by their preening friends.

CGRAPHI C. SnapChat post of Al bert "You never know what ki nd
of losers you'll neet a the pizza place. Sad."

EXT. SHOPPI NG PLAZA -- DAY

A few nonents later, Albert exits Pizza Wrld. He wanders
down a few store fronts, counting his noney. He reaches
"Moe's Magi c Shoppe.” In the display window is an el aborate
magi ¢ di sappeari ng cabinet. The price tag reads $1, 200. 00.

ALBERT
Gettin' there.

He pockets the cash, then reaches into his duffel bag and
pul Il s out another slice of pizza and noves on.

I NT. VOLUZ' S BACKYARD -- AFTERNOON

Al bert cones into the yard as MOM perky PTA parent, sets
the redwood table for a barbecue. DAD, tired 40-sonet hi ng
wth atwinkle in his eye, is setting up the neat on the
grill.

ALBERT
VWhat's for di nner?

MOM
Burgers and hot dogs.

DAD
Last barbecue for the end of summer!

ALBERT
Summer' s not over.



DAD
It is for you.

Mom hands hi m an envel ope.

MOM
Came from school. For you

ALBERT
School hasn't even started yet!
VWhat do they want from nme?

DAD
(si ngi ng)
School days, school days---
He opens it.
ALBERT
Ch, this.
MOM
What ?
ALBERT
The yearbook commttee. They want
the seniors to start filling out our
bios. Geat. It'll be fun lingering
over the last three years.
MOM
Ch, so you're going to nope about it
now?
ALBERT

VWhat if | anf

MOM
G fly a kite.

She pulls out a package marked "W ndswept Kite Co."
MOM ( CONT' D)
Here, | think it's the new nodel you
or der ed.
Al bert takes the package and heads i nside.
| NSERT:

A script. It shows the dialogue for a character called "The
Magi ¢ Dude. ™

EXT. FIELD -- AFTERNOON

JANELLE JONES, a pretty, homespun girl, is standing in the
di stance behind Al bert.
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She's reading the script in a binder as Albert (nowin his
street clothes) has his new kite up. She closes the binder
and conmes up to him

JANELLE
Hi, Al bert.

ALBERT
Hey, Janelle.

JANELLE
Flying a kite?

ALBERT
VWhat gave it away?

JANELLE
So, excited about the first day of
school ?

ALBERT

| haven't been excited about that
si nce ki ndergarten.

JANELLE
Ch, right, since they took your paste
away.
ALBERT
LOL. Not.
JANELLE
| haven't seen nuch of you this
sunmer .
ALBERT
|"ve been working at Pizza Wrld a
lot. 1've al nost got enough.
JANELLE
The magic cabinet? What is up with
t hat ?
ALBERT
Sure, | could work ny way through

coll ege by flipping burgers or at a
Zonbi e-mart or | can up nmy nmagic
gane and make noney doi ng sonet hi ng
| | ove.

JANELLE
You t hi nk?

ALBERT
Wth a few class tricks | can charge
nore for ny act.

( MORE)



ALBERT ( CONT' D)
| can go frombirthday parties to
school events or tour retirenent
hones.

JANELLE
So that's where the bucks are?

ALBERT
They're great tippers. Hey, | haven't
seen nuch of you either. \What have
you been up to?

JANELLE
| wote the H gh School Sing this
year! It's all done.
(di spl ays bi nder)

ALBERT
Wwell, "ta-da" for you

JANELLE
It came out really well. | think we
have a real chance of beating the
Juni or/ Fresh teamthis tine.

A gust drives the kite into the ground.

ALBERT
Dam.

They wal k over to it. Albert licks his finger and attenpts
to judge the breeze. Janelle copies him

JANELLE
Why do you do that?
ALBERT
To see if | can get you to do it

t 00.
Paul and his pals and the girls wander by.

They come upon Al bert and Janelle trying to get the kite
back into the air. The kite is not rising.

PAUL
Can't get it up, kite-boy?

Al bert goes to say sonething, but he doesn't. The jocks
nove on, | aughing.

A photo is taken and posted:
GRAPHI C. Facebook: Kiteboy can't get it up.

Tracy | ooks back, but not in scorn, but puzzled.



Janel |l e pats hi mon the back.

Soneti nes |

ALBERT

wonder what it would be

like to be part of a clique.

JANELLE

We're not a clique?

ALBERT

We're the anti-clique.

JANELLE

| don't m nd.

Finally a breeze cones up and |ifts the kite.
stand in silence watching the kite fly.

JANELLE ( CONT' D)

Janel | e takes out a pencil

You should try out.

ALBERT
For what ?
JANELLE
The Sing! W start audi
first week back
ALBERT
Who? Me? No, no, no.
JANELLE
Yeah. It'll be fun.
ALBERT
|"mnot really a joiner.
going to join sonething,
probably join sonething
JANELLE
It's cool!
ALBERT

So's being locked in a freezer

tions the

And i f |
| shoul d
cool er.

m

but

|"mnot going to do that either.

JANELLE
|'"d better get going.
you tonorrow?

ALBERT
School: it's the | aw [

Lat er.

So, |

Il see

"Il be there.

They j ust

and wites in the binder.
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JANELLE
See ya.

| NT. ALBERT'S LI VI NG ROOM -- N GHT

Al bert sits down to watch TV, suddenly his 10-year old sassy
si ster REBECCA appears, grabs the renote and turns on "Beach
E:ggf the reality show about a bunch of California high school
Al bert rolls his eyes and heads upstairs.

| NT. CI NDY' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Ci ndy's watching the TV Show "Beach Hi gh."

| NT. PAUL'S ROOM -- NI GHT

Paul 's watching the show on his | aptop, tweeting al ong.

| NT. HORT'S ROOM -- NI GHT

Hort is watching the show on his cell phone.

INT. SID S ROOM -- N GHT

SID, a nebbish is watching it on sone nicely-placed product,
totally enthralled by it.

Dl SSOLVE:
| NT. ALBERT' S ROOM -- MORN NG
A 17-year old boy's room nessy and cluttered, featuring a
conputer, various magi c props, and a couple of fancy kites
hangi ng on the walls and ceiling.

A chicken alarmclock on the nightstand next to the runpled
bed goes off, singing about having to get up and get goi ng.

Al bert cones out of the covers in pajama pants and tee-shirt
and gl ares at the cl ock.

ALBERT
Wiy do | still own you?
He goes to turn it off. It won't go off. He shakes it and

bangs it. Finally he reaches in and pulls out the batteries.
It goes dead.

Al bert closes his door and pulls out a duffel bag from under
his bed. He opens it and reveals a whole lotta tee-shirts.

He tries on shirt after shirt of different designs and
sayi ngs, checking hinself in the mrror, trying to see if
any of these are going to up his "cool" quotient. Shirts
I'ike:
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"I'mwith Stupid® with the arrow pointing up
"My other shirt is a lzod,"
"This is what nore cowbell |ooks |ike," and

Various graphic designs; Goth, Heavy Metal, Psychedelic.
Even football jerseys and..

“I"'mStill with Stupid.”
Rebecca pokes her head in.

REBECCA
Moml  Albert's trying to change his
i mage agai n!

ALBERT
Get out before | call the orphanage
and tell them you escaped.

He throws sone shirts at her as she ducks out.

EXT. MAPLE RI DGE H GH SCHOOL -- MORNI NG

Al bert, dressed in his usual jeans and polo shirt, reaches
the corner across from school, neeting Janelle and his |anky
pal, ROB. Geetings are exchanged.

They wat ch the various groups, gangs and cliques return; the
Hot Grls, the Jocks, the Goths, Stoners and Geeks.

ALBERT
Clique-y as ever. They're having a
great tine.

JANELLE
This is the best tinme of their |ives.
ALBERT
Exactly.
JANELLE
No, | mean it. This is it for them
They're peaking. |It's all downhill
from here
ROB
Yeah, right.
JANELLE

Hey, who do you think Bill Gates
hi gh school reunion conmttee is
tal king about? H mor the
quart er back?
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ROB
So, we ready for senior year, dudes?

ALBERT
Yeah, let's get this over wth.

As they start to cross the street, a car pulls up. It's the
jocks. They surround Al bert, grab him pull off his sneakers,
tie the |l aces together and throw themup into the phone |ines.

The sneakers join several old pairs of different sizes up in
t he tel ephone wres.

The jocks all shove Al bert and they get back into the car
and drive off.

JANELLE
Wll, that never gets old.

ROB
Dude, you okay?

Al bert takes a pair of flip-flops out of his backpack, puts
them on and heads for school.

They head acr oss.

CGRAPHI C. Screen Cap of sneakers on the wire, text reads "Fresh
Meat . "

I NT. SCHOOL HALL -- AFTERNOON

It's after class now as Rob and Al bert come down the hall.
Al bert carries his yearbook form A couple of STUDENTS hurry

by.

STUDENT 1
Hurry up, we're going to mss "Fashion
Team "

STUDENT 2
| know. | hear Healy and Tiffany

fight over Devon!

ROB
You're kidding, right? Wo wants to
join a club?

ALBERT
(wavi ng form
Don't you have an urge to connect
with your fell ow students?

ROB
Dude, we've known these kids since
grade school

( MORE)
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ROB ( CONT' D)
If we were going to connect, we would
have connected by now.

They wal k into a classroom
| NT. CLASSROOM -- CONTI NUCOUS

It's the robotics club; a dozen NERDY STUDENTS, |ead by Head
Nerd, M TCHELL, are gathered around a bizarre | ooking robot.
There are diagrans drawn on the board and el ectroni c odds

and ends scattered about. They're all engaged in dense techno-
babbl e.

They all turn to |l ook at Rob and Al's entrance.

M TCHELL
Yes?

ALBERT
Well, um yeah. Hi.

M TCHELL
Don't hurt us.

ALBERT
What? No. Um..wong room

Al bert backs out.

ROB
Awesome ' bot, dudes.

Rob bops on out. The Nerds | ook confused and pl eased.
| NT. SCHOCOL HALL -- CONTI NUOUS
Al and Rob continue wal ki ng down the hall.

ROB
VWhat was that?

ALBERT
Ckay, | panicked. D d you see thenf
VWhat they were working on? M alarm

clock still outwits ne.
ROB
What? M. d uck-a-doo?
ALBERT
Shut up.
ROB
| didn't even know we had a robot
club. 1 thought you wanted to join

t he student body?
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ALBERT
| say | want to be part of a group,
then | 1ook at the group and can't
take it seriously. What's up with
t hat ?

ROB

It's an ego thing. You don't want
to join them You want themto join

you.
ALBERT
That was very deep
ROB
Li ke they say, stillborns run deep.
ALBERT
No, you nean...never m nd.
ROB
Too bad you don't have anything worth
] oi ni ng.
ALBERT

Shut up. Let's go.
| NT. ROBERT' S BASEMENT -- NI GHT

They're watching TV. Robert is using the gane controls as a

TV renpote control. Albert is practicing sone card noves.

ROB

It's not |ike everyone hates you.
ALBERT

No one has any reaction to ne. |I'm

i nvi si bl e.
ROB

(beat)

Bei ng invisible would be awesone.

Al bert notices Robert's yearbook formon the end table.
It's filled out conpletely. Upstairs, a doorbell rings.
ALBERT
VWhat is this? You filled it out?
ROB
Yeah.
ALBERT

How d you put down all these
activities?
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ROB
Wth a little something | cal
"fabrication."

Janel | e comes down.

JANELLE
Hey, guys. \Were were you after
school? We're starting try-outs for
the Sing. | wsh you' d re-consider---

ROB
Janelle, we're slackers. W sl|ack.
Anyt hi ng el se woul d take us away
from our sl acki ng.

She pl ops down besi de them

JANELLE
VWhat are we wat chi ng?

ALBERT
"Beach Hi gh."

The show "Beach Hi gh" cones ON TV:
EXT. [ON TV] BEACH -- DAY

A beautiful California day. A group of incredible |ooking
TEENS are playing volley ball.

BRAD (V. Q)
Lucky for us we had to go to beach
voll ey ball class, or I'"msure Brianna
and Gouda woul d have had a major cat
fight during tanning class.

CUT TO
EXT. [ON TV] BEACH BLANKET -- DAY

Two teen beauties, LEMON and TYDY are tal king. G aphics up
with their nanmes

LEMON
| can't believe Brad got so hot over
t he sunmmer.

TYDY

Brad was al ways hot.

LEMON
No, not Brad L. Brad D

TYDY
Oh, yeah, Brad D. got hot.



LEMON
But you're right, Brad L. was al ways
hot .

TYDY
He was.

LEMON

"' mconflicted.
END OF TV SEGVENT.
| NT. ROBERT'S BASEMENT -- N GHT
The trio are watching.
JANELLE

We're in high school. Wy are we
wat chi ng a show about hi gh school ?

ALBERT
Because it's |ike no high school we
know?

ROB
Fi ne.

He flips channels with his converted renote.

JANELLE
What is that?
ROB
Ch, check it out, | converted ny

game control into a renmote. Makes
tel evision nore interactive.

JANELLE
Cool .

The show, "Audition Island,” conmes ON TV:
EXT. [ON TV] DESERT | SLAND -- DAY
Shot of tropical island. The show title cones up.
ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
Last week on "Audition Island," Sara
began practicing her big nunber...
EXT. [ON TV] JUNGLE STAGE -- NI GHT

SARA, dirty and in worn-out clothes is rehearsing.

16.



SARA
(si ngi ng)
Tomorrow  Tonmorrow | | ove ya,

Tonorr ow - - |

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
When suddenly she was attacked by a
I'ion.

A lion |leaps on her, the canera gets knocked over.
END TV SEGVENT.

| NT. ROBERT'S BASEMENT -- N GHT

The trio are still watching, amazed.

JANELLE
VWhat else is on?

Robert starts flipping through the channels.

ANNOUNCER 2 (V. Q)
We'll follow these fledging actors---

ANNOUNCER 3 (V. Q)
What happens when peopl e stop being
nice and get in your face---

ANNOUNCER 4 (V. Q)
Wat ch as Tony attenpts to open a rad
new bi stro---

ROB
Too bad you can't get on one of these
reality shows. That would really
rai se your profile.

JANELLE
Sure. Nothing validates your
exi stence |like being on TV.

ALBERT
You're right.

JANELLE
| was being facetious.

ALBERT
| know you were being facetious. |
was responding to Robert's statenent.

ROB
(sincerely)
| was sincere, dude.

Al bert's thinking on this concept, nodding.

17.



18.
EXT. ALBERT' S BACKYARD -- DAY
Robert is setting up a video canera on a tripod. He has a

CD pl ayer at the ready. Albert is warm ng up his voice.
Rebecca wanders over

REBECCA
What are you doi ng?

ALBERT
None of your business.

REBECCA
Can | watch?

ALBERT

Don't you have to go | ocate your
bi rth not her?

MOM (O S.)
Al bert, stop telling Rebecca she's
adopt ed!

ALBERT
Mom  Get Rebecca out of here!

MM (O S.)
Becky! Let the boys do their little
sket ch show

Rebecca sul ks of f.

ROB
Ckay, you got the m ke?

Al bert pulls out a m crophone.

ALBERT
Check.

ROB
You sure this is the direction you
want to take?

ALBERT
Cotta start sonewhere. W put
together a great video and submt
it.

ROB
And a one and a two and a three---
Robert turns on the CD. Albert sings in an okay voi ce.

ALBERT
| believe that children are our future
Feed themwell and |let them go away- - -
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He sings to the canera for a few nore |lines, then Rebecca
cones up and hits himin the crotch wwth a foambat. Al bert
drops to the ground.

ROB
| f you don't get on "Singing |Idol"
maybe you can get on "TV's Funni est
Vi deos. "

| NT. BASEMENT -- DAY
Al bert is seated at a table with the video canmera rolling.
Robert puts a kitchen tinmer on the table.

ROB
One mnute to eat what you can.

Al bert nods and tucks in a napkin, holding his knife and
fork.

Robert puts a covered tray in front of Albert. He starts
the timer and lifts the lid. There's a bow of maggots, a
roasted whole rat and a gl ass of something horribly gray.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Go!

Al bert hesitates. He pokes at the maggots, then at the drink.
Then the rat. Then he turns green and runs off and begins
puki ng.

ROB ( CONT' D)
cut !

A toilet flushes.
EXT. ALBERT' S BACKYARD -- DAY
Al bert, dressed in canping gear, addresses the canera.
ALBERT
" ma rugged individualist. The

i dea of being left alone on an island
doesn't bother nme. Bring it on,

says I! Bring it on. [I'll take on
your baddest asses. Your dirtiest
pl ayers. | ama survivor and | can

win this gane!

Suddenly, the |l awn sprinklers cone on and Al bert is freaking
out over it. Rob pans over to see Rebecca at the water
spigot. He pans back over to Al bert.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Stop it! I'magetting wet! Turn it
off!' Turn it off!
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ROB
Dude, suck it up, man. You're going
to get voted out of your own yard.

I NT. AUDI TORI UM -- DAY

Students are seated around the auditorium Janelle is at
the piano. MRS. VENDELL, the esoteric 50-year old art teacher
is on stage addressing the kids.

MRS. WENDELL
Wel come to our High School Sing
auditions. |It's great to see you
all here to try out. W're here to
have fun and pronote school spirit.
For you new people, it's a
conpetition; seniors and sophonores
agai nst the freshnmen and j uni ors.
You each do a 45 m nute extravaganza
at the begi nning of Novenber and

you' Il be judged on dance,
presentation, script and, of course,
spirit. You'll be auditioning before

mysel f, our director, Mss Borowtz
and our author, Mss Jones. Janelle?

JANELLE
We are auditioning for the nusical
| eads and appreci ate anything you' ve
prepared. Now, first up

Ms. Wendell takes a seat beside the beatnik-type girl, RAYNE
BOROW TZ, who has a clipboard.

RAYNE
So, dancers who can sing on stage.
Si ngers who can dance in the w ngs.
MONTAGE:
Grl 1 taps dances.
BOY 1 does hip hop
Grl 2 does ballet.
BOY 2 does simliar hip hop
G RL 3 does gymasti cs.
BOY 3 does hip hop
| NT. AUDI TORI UM - - LATER

Ms. Wendell, Janelle and Rayne | ook worn down.



21.

RAYNE
Is it too late to transfer to anot her
school ?

EXT. ALBERT'S ROOM -- EVEN NG
Robert and Al bert are at the conputer, view ng sonme nore of

the audition tapes. A desk lanp is on, but the ceiling Iight
is off.

ROB
Well, there's this take. It's al nost
vomt-free.

ALBERT

Certainly the | east anmount we've
seen. \Were did you even get a
roasted rat anyway?

Big brother Matt wal ks in, carrying a bag of |aundry.

MATT
VWhere's Mom and Dad?

ALBERT
The doctor's or the PTA. | forget
whi ch.

MATT
VWhat are you two Spiel bergers up to?
You're not going to be filmmjors
are you? My dormmate's a fil m nmaker
and | can't take it any nore...

BEG N FLASHBACK:
I NT. MATT'S DORM ROOM -- NI GHT

Matt's asleep in his bunk. Suddenly a bright |ight snaps
on, waki ng hi m up.

MATT
VWhat the---7?

He's staring at the canera in his face.

PHL (OS.)
No, no, don't | ook at the canera.
| gnore the canera.

MATT
| will as soon as | cramit down
your throat.

Wi t, stop, my thesis---
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| NT. COLLEGE LOUNGE -- N GHT
Matt and OTHER COLLEGE STUDENTS are hangi ng out, talking
when bright |ights suddenly kick on. They all |ook at the
caner a.

PHL (OS.)
Just act natural, everyone.

They all approach the canera.

PHL (OS.) (CONT D)
Ckay, not that natural.

Canmera goes over and out. Beating and scream ng conti nue,
however .

END FLASHBACK

| NT. ALBERT'S ROOM -- NI GHT

Matt shakes off the nenory.
ROB

We're putting together an audition
tape for a reality show.

MATT

Get out. Which one?
ALBERT

Any one. Kind of a school project.
MATT

Vell, it's too late. Those shows

were filmed nonths ago. Even if you
got in today, it wouldn't get on TV
"til next year.

ALBERT
nda needed to be on it now.

o)

MATT
You know how many t housands of people
try out for that stuff?

ROB
How many?
MATT
Thousands! It's, like, inpossible

to get on one of those shows.

Al bert clicks off the programin disgust.
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MATT ( CONT' D)
Hel |, you'd have a better chance
maki ng your own reality show.

Al bert gets an idea and the light bulb over Al bert's head
goes on. They turn to |ook. Rebecca is at the door, hand
on light switch

REBECCA
What are you doi ng? Looking at porn?
I"mtelling nom

| NT. SCHOOL HALL -- DAY

Al bert goes into the boys room

A beat, then sone nmuffled yelling and a huge fl ush.
The Jocks exit the boys room | aughi ng.

A few nonents later Al bert conmes out, his head all wet and
bits of toilet paper sticking out of his ears. He takes out
his cell phone.

| NTERCUT:
I NT. MATT'S DORM ROOM -- DAY

It's a dormroomthat |ooks |ike 6 sloppy students are
sharing, but it's just the two. Matt's asleep. The other
bed is enpty. His cell phone rings.

MATT
Hel | 0?

ALBERT
Matt, it's Al bert.

MATT
VWat's the matter? Everyone okay?
You sound wet.

ALBERT
Yeah, yeah, everyone's fine.

MATT
Then why are you waki ng nme up?

ALBERT
It's 2 o'clock.

MATT
| know that. W have clocks in
col | ege.
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ALBERT
You said your roommate was a film
maj or ?

MATT

Phil? Yeah. Wy?

ALBERT
| need to rent him

EXT. COLLEGE THEATER -- DAY

The student nedia center's theater of a nice canmpus. A banner
is out saying "Student Film Festival."

| NT. COLLEGE THEATER -- DAY

A screening of sonme student filnms is going on with an eclectic
group of COLLEGE STUDENTS wat chi ng very inportant, very

meani ngful, very black & white fil ns.

PH L Cl CHON, aggressively nerdy college senior, is seated
toward the back of the room

Matt cones in with Albert in tow

MATT
Phi | ?

Audi ence shushes him

PHI L
Her e.

Matt and Al bert sit behind Phil and | ean over on each si de.

MATT
Yo, Phil.
PHI L
Yo. So, soneone wants to hire ne?
ALBERT
Me.
PHI L

You? For what? Your sweet sixteen?

ALBERT
| ' m sevent een!

PHI L
Oh.  Your sweet seventeen?



ALBERT
Look, | need a canera man to follow
me around hi gh school for awhile.
Pretend to be a reality show crew.

PHI L
A reality show about what?

ALBERT
Me.

PHI L
You? You're kidding, right? What
are you, like the class clowmn? The
BMOC?

ALBERT
BMOC?

PHI L

Big Man On Canpus.

ALBERT
Hardl y.

Audi ence shushes them agai n.

MATT
He's trying to nake an inpression on
his class for his senior year.

PHI L
Ch, no, you aren't an outsider, are
you?

ALBERT
No, no. |I'mjust not inside. So, |
was hoping if | had a filmcrew foll ow
me ar ound- - -

PHI L

You m ght be able to score.

ALBERT
What? No, that's not why..|l would
never. .. You think?

MATT
You need a victimto film he's
wlling.

ALBERT
Yeah. Wait, what?

MATT
Is this even do-abl e?

25.
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PHI L
Ch, sure. The college | oans out
equi prent to us filmmjors. | just

tell themit's for a school project.
"Il need a crew.

ALBERT
VWhat ki nd of crew?

PHI L
A sound man and gaffer.

ALBERT
You need bot h?

PAUL
You want this to | ook professional,
don't you?

MATT
How nuch?

PHI L
Say...a thousand.

MATT
A thousand dol |l ars?

Audi ence shushes them

PHI L
About. You have a thousand, outsider?

ALBERT
Yeabh.

MATT
You do?

ALBERT
Yeabh.

MATT
Real | y?

ALBERT
Yes.

MATT
A thousand dol |l ars?

ALBERT
Yes.

MATT

How did you--7?
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ALBERT
Magi c.

MATT
| shoul d probably be nicer to you.

PHI L
Ckay, you got yourself a filmcrew.

| NT. COLLEGE EDI TI NG BAY -- N GHT

The room where the coll ege students edit their filmand video
projects. Two guys work on a console: JERRY, a 4.0 student,
and WLLIE, a blue collar B student. Phil conmes in with a

pi zza.

PHI L
GQuys, | got us a gig.
JERRY
A gig! Geat!
WLLIE
Finally! | get to use the word "gig."

Feel s good; "gig."

JERRY
VWhat are we fil m ng?

PHI L
We follow this high school kid around
his senior year and pretend to
docunent his life.

JERRY
| s he BMOC?

PHI L
Nope.

JERRY

A celebrity? A spelling bee champ?

WLLIE
A hot girl? Sonme Di sney channel
"tween star?

PHI L
No.

JERRY
Then why are we filmng hinP

WLLIE
Wait, | have nore guesses!



PHI L
He' s payi ng us.

WLLIE
Better.

PHI L

He's thinking that being the subject
of a "reality show' will nmake him
nor e popul ar.

WLLIE
Say what ?

JERRY
Interesting. Wat you have here is
the Hawt horne Effect in reverse.

PHI L
The how s-that effect?

JERRY
Hawt hor ne Effect.

WLLIE
The Hawt horne Effect. That's cool
to say, too. The Hawt horne Effect.
The Hawt horne G g. Either.

JERRY
We covered it in sociology.

PHI L
|''man auteur, what do | care about
soci ol ogy?

WLLIE
Yeah, because you're not social at
all.

JERRY
Al it states is that the nere act
of observing sonething can alter it.
The m nute the canera shows up, people
behave differently.

PHI L
Is that what you call i1t? M |ast
proj ect crashed and burned because
of it. And I still have the bruises
to prove it.

JERRY
So what you have here is soneone who
is actually counting on the Haw horne
Ef fect to occur.

28.
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PHI L
And we'd be there to capture
it...because we're there causing
it...

WLLIE
So, we'll be filmng peopl e because
they' Il be behaving differently in
front of us but since that's what we

want, we'll be filmng them w thout
effecting it because we are the
effect.

Jerry and Phil mull this a nonent.

PHI L
Yes, exactly.

W LLIE
Doesn't sound very effective.

JERRY
| ' ve never seen that before.

PHI L
(ponderi ng)
No one has. OChmgod, this is it,
this is ny senior thesis.
(beat)
| think our gig just got big.

| NT. HALLWAY -- MORNI NG
Rebecca is at the bat hroom door, bangi ng.

REBECCA
Al bert! Get out! O her people have
to use the bat hroom

ALBERT (O S.)
In a m nut el

She bangs sone nore. Albert steps out. He's all cleaned &
pol i shed and | ooki ng un-scruffy; conbed hair, collared shirt,

cleanly shaven with a bit of toilet paper on his chin and
sonme shaving cream by his ear.

REBECCA
VWhat the---7?

ALBERT
Bat hroom s yours.

He heads downstairs. Rebecca just stares after him

REBECCA
Are you wearing make-up?
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ALBERT
Shut up.

EXT. MAPLE RI DGE H GH SCHOOL -- MORN NG
The student body is mlling about outside the school.
Tracy is wal king to the school talking on her cell phone.
TRACY
(exasper at ed)

No, Mom What? | can't. You know
| can't. First, they won't sell to

me. Second, | don't have the noney.
|'"'mso sure, Mom Well, you'll just
have to wait, Mom Yes, |I'Il be

home right after school
Paul catches up and she qui ckly hangs up.

PAUL
Tracy, where were you |last night?
We were doi ng sonme serious hangi ng
out .

TRACY
Sonme famly stuff came up

PAUL
So, next time maybe | shoul d hang at
your pl ace?

TRACY
No, you can't. You just can't.

PAUL
People are starting to think we're
not hooked up.

TRACY
Way woul d they think that?

PAUL
You're the hottest girl, I'mthe
hottest guy and they know we're not
doing it.

TRACY

Wy woul d they know t hat?

PAUL
It cane up in the | ocker room
can't lie about sonmething like that.

TRACY
Ch, and what did the | ocker room
have to say?
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PAUL
They think you're turning | esbo on
ne.
TRACY
You're a jerk.
PAUL
Yeah, well, that's what all the | esbos

say.

There's a sudden commotion in the crowd. Paul and Tracy
turn to | ook.

Across the street is Albert, |ooking nervous. And behind
him Phil on canmera, Jerry holding the boom m ke and recorder
and WIllie | oaded down with everything el se.

PHI L
Rol |'i ng.

Janel | e and Robert cone up.

JANELLE
| don't believe it. You're actually
going through with it?

ALBERT
| don't know. Suddenly, it seens
like a really stupid idea.

JANELLE
Suddenl y?

ROB
Dude, this rocks!

ALBERT
This is Phil, Jerry and Wllie.
These are ny friends Rob and Janel |l e.

PHI L
Very aut hentic | ooking.

JANELLE
| get that a |ot.

PHI L
Be nice to nme, mssy, if you want to
stay in focus.

Janelle rolls her eyes as Albert | ooks across the street.

ALBERT
Everyone is | ooking at ne.
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JANELLE
You coul d have acconplished the sane
thing by getting a face tattoo.

PHI L
Tatt oo? HmmmM Nah, save if for
season two.

ROB
They're | ooking at you, man, and
they want to be you right now \en
has that ever happened?

ALBERT
| know. Wait, what? Shut up.

ROB
Let's do this thing.

He pushes Al bert forward. Albert starts to nake his way
across the street, slightly tripping.

Phil nods and the crew foll ows.
A group of students observe; there's Ci ndy, the head

cheerl eader, BILL, a flanboyant senior, Paul's friend Hort
and the pair of friends, DENNY and BUDDY

DENNY
What is that?
Bl LL
A news crew?
DENNY
What did the janitor do now?
BUDDY
| s that the video yearbook guy?
Cl NDY
It better not be. |'mnot ready
yet .
PAUL

It's Voluz. What's that retard doi ng?

Al bert gets to the school sidewal k. He takes out sone index
cards and begins to read for the canera.

ALBERT
Hello! I'mAlbert Voluz and this is
nmy hi gh school, Mple Ridge H gh
School named after Maple Ridge, the
city. Well, town...



PAUL
He's talking to hinself.

DENNY
| believe that's narration

Paul shoves Denny away.

Ki ds gat her behind Al bert, showing off for the canera, nmaking

f aces and

As they walk to the school,

RAFENELLG,

crowdi ng in.

TRACY
Al bert Voluz? He's on TV?

PAUL
How t he hell did that happen?

ALBERT
It's just a typical high school in a
typi cal suburb. But it's been our
world for the past three years. And
now you'll get to join us for senior
year. The end of the world as we
know it.

rushes up.

RAFENELLO
Excuse ne, what is this?

ALBERT
VWhat is what?

PHI L
We're doing a cable docunentary on
senior year...

A cheer goes up.

PHI L ( CONT' D)
As seen through Al bert Voluz's eyes.

Di sappoi ntnent i s heard.

LONE VO CE (0. S.)

Who?
RAFENELLO
Not here you're not.
PHI L
Wy not ?
RAFENELLO

This is ny school not Tel evision
Cty, Hollywood.

33.
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PHI L
This is a public school. [|'mpart
of the public. So I can go into the
school any tine | want.

RAFENELLO
You can't film people unless they
sign release forns. | know that

much.
Wl lie produces sone rel ease forns.

PHI L
And we'll be handi ng them out as
needed. The network makes sure that
these legal matters are dealt with
bef ore begi nning a maj or project
like this.

Tracy's ear prick up at "network."

RAFENELLO
Net wor k?

Tracy has a thought. She starts chanting.

TRACY
Let themfiln Let themfilmn

The crowd takes it up.

PHI L
And don't worry, if you don't want
to be included, we can sinply blur
you out.

RAFENELLO
| don't want to be blurred out.

PHI L
No one ever does.

WIllie hands Rafenello a form Paul pushes his way through.
The chant di es down as he speaks.

PAUL
Wait a second. Qut of all the people
who go to this school, sonebody wants
to make a reality show out of you?

ALBERT
Yeah.

PAUL
VWho?
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ALBERT

Who?
PAUL

Yes, who? MIV? VH1? Aninmal Planet?
PHI L

W can't say. W're still in a

critical point in contract

negoti ations. Apparently, the Witers
Quild is trying to pull sone
jurisdiction stunt with the film
editors union. Anyway, we can't say
until all the papers are signed.

ALBERT
Darn non-di scl osure agreenents.

PHI L
But, the school year starts no matter
what the |l awers say, right? So
we' re here now.

PAUL
You can't say?

TRACY
Paul , don't spoil this. This could
be the best thing to ever happen to
this place.

ALBERT
Yeah.

PAUL
Wo's talking to you?

ALBERT
You just were---

Rob takes up the chant now. Janelle just shakes her head.

ROB
Let themfilm

The crowd joins in again. WIllie tosses the fornms into the
air and the crowd rejoices and rushes to get a form

Al bert is quite satisfied by the response even as he's crushed
by the crowd.

Paul gives Albert the international "I'm watching you" sign.
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| NT. HALLWAY -- DAY

Al bert wal ks down the hall, crewin tow Everyone is saying
hello to Al bert, shaking his hand, patting his back, treating
himlike one of the guys. A few selfies are taken.

Al bert continues down the hallway, then goes into the boys
room The crew follows himin. A beat passes. Many students
conme rushing out quickly, zipping up flies and tucking in
shirts. Another beat. Albert cones out, enbarrassed.

I NT. GYM -- DAY

The boys are in line to clinb the rope as the blunt-I ooking
gymteacher, MR BERGONZI, keeps his clipboard updated.

Paul is standing behind Al bert. Paul starts signaling to
hi s buddi es that he's about to give Al bert a wedgie.

As he reaches to grab Al bert's wai stband, Phil and the crew
cone in.

They go up to Al bert and Paul freezes.

ALBERT
(to canera)
H. Witing to clinb the rope.
(turning)
Paul. Hey. Did you need sonething?

Paul feints innocent.

PAUL
Just keep the Iine noving, Voluz.

| NT. CAFETERI A -- DAY

Al bert walks in, with the crewin tow He waves to various
parts of the room He sees OLLIO, an exchange student, seated
at a table, alone. Feeling cocky, he heads on over and sits.

ALBERT

(acting cool)
H . You new here? |[|'m Al bert, star
of the latest reality show Yeah,
seni or year, dude. Dude-ster. Dude-
boi. W're looking to live it up.
Hollar. It's going to be sone year,
right? Am1l right? Yeah, |'m always
| ooking to add a new nenber to ny TV
famly.

M. Rafenell o cones over.
RAFENELLO

Ah, M. Voluz, | see you've net Adlio
Frankavi ch, our exchange student.



AQLLI O
Cl unp zi gnent.
ALBERT
alio? Exchange?
AQLLI O
Nep yur bi ng.
RAFENELLO

| hate to interrupt but | need to
take M. Frankavich to the office
for sone paperwork and a Honel and
Security screening. Cone, M.
Frankavich. Cone. Wth. M.

Rafenello mnes his point and Alio | eaves with him
QLI O
(bows)
Crow bitta tak.

ALBERT
Bitta tak.

He turns to the caner a.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Can we do that again?

Janel | e wal ks over.

JANELLE

Are you all right?
ALBERT

Not hing we can't fix in post.
JANELLE

There's no post production in life,

Al bert.
Robert wal ks in counting sone singles.

ALBERT
Where'd you get noney?

ROB
Selling your autograph to the
freshmen.

ALBERT
| didn't sign any autographs.

ROB
Det ai | s.

37.
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To canera

ROB ( CONT' D)
Is that thing on? OCh, right, nobody's
going to see this.

ALBERT
Shut up about that.

JANELLE
Isn't that fraud?

ROB
One of the privileges of senior-dom

JANELLE
It's not right.

ROB
Look, seniors sold nme bogus pool
passes when | was a freshie.

ALBERT
Oh, please, you were still buying
themin junior year.

ROB
Yeah, well, now | get to do it to
sonme one else. It's nature's way.

Hey, how are auditions going?

JANELLE
Renmenber that tinme you tried to skate
down your front stairs blindfol ded?

ROB
Yeah.

JANELLE
Not that good. You guys going to
try out?

ROB
Can't. | got pool passes to print
out .

Al bert notices that people wal king behind them are stoppi ng
to mug and wave to the canmera and nove on

ALBERT
| feel like I'"mon the Today Show
and everyone else is on the other
si de of the wi ndow, waving.

I NT. SCHOOL HALL -- DAY

Al bert is wal king down the hall, addressing the canera.



ALBERT
So, here we are in the hallway.
This is the place that connects al
the classroons. To each other.
It's how we get to one class from
anot her class. Everyone is in class
right now, so the hall is kind of

enpty- - -
He conmes up to the HALL MONI TOR s desk.

HALL MONI TOR
Hal t !

ALBERT
(to canera)
OCh, man, | forgot about the Hall way
Htler. [1'll get detention now.

HALL MONI TOR
What are you doi ng out of class?
You have a pass?

ALBERT
No, Collins, | don't. But we were
just trying to filmsonething between
cl asses.

HALL MONI TOR

(aware of canera)
Oh. Right. The filmng. So, you're
gonna be a big star now, huh? Hey,
you guys ever hang with the guys who
make " Cops?" Ckay, |ook, Vol uz,
"1l let you off with a warning this
time but make sure you have a hal
pass next tine.

(to canera)
School safety just doesn't happen,
you know. It takes diligence. It
takes a keen eye. A sixth sense!

Al bert wal ks on wth the canera, |eaving the Hal
behi nd.

ALBERT
Holy mackerel. That canmera is |ike
a super-hall pass.

Tracy cones up to himat an intersection.

TRACY
H, A

ALBERT
Tracy. Hi. Um what are you doing
her e?

39.
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TRACY
Actually, | was |ooking for you.

Yelling fromdown the hall:

HALL MONI TOR
You got a pass?

Tracy holds up a pass.

HALL MONI TOR ( CONT' D)
Di | i gence!

ALBERT
|"msorry, did you say you were
| ooki ng for nme?

TRACY
Yes.
ALBERT
Oh, good, | was afraid the waxy ear

buil d-up was distorting nmy hearing.

TRACY
| wanted to ask you...

ALBERT
What ?

She indicates the camera with the hand hol ding the hall pass.

TRACY
VWhat is this about?

ALBERT
VWhat ? The hall pass?

TRACY
No, the caneras.

ALBERT
Oh, right.
(goi ng for nonchal ant)
After awhile, you forget they're
t here.

TRACY
| don't want to get all involved in
this show thing and then find out
it's only going to be on Youtube.

ALBERT
OCh, no, that's not going to happen.
At all.
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TRACY
Good to know.

She pulls out the release form

TRACY (CONT' D)
You have a pen?

Al bert pulls out a pen, as do Phil, Jerry and Wllie, all
their arms comng into frane. Tracy takes Al bert's pen,
signs the formand hands it to Al bert.

TRACY (CONT' D)
| guess I'll see you around.

PHL (OS)
You know it.

Tracy w nks and heads off. Albert, now smtten, continues
on, wal king into a col um.

ALBERT
Take two.

He gathers his wits and approaches a corner:
| NT. SCHOCL HALLWAY -- DAY
Around that corner, Paul is stuffing a FRESHVAN into a | ocker.

Done, he turns to see Al bert approach. Paul heads for Al bert,
flexing his fists when the filmcrew cones around the corner

ALBERT
VWhat was | saying? Hallways! The
bl ood vessel s of high school..

Paul does a 180 and wal ks away, frustrated. Albert and the
crew wal k on. Paul cones upon a "No bullying" poster. He
rips it off the wall and tears it up.

The school bell rings and the hallway fills wth students
changi ng cl asses. People wave to Al bert and crew as they
pass.

I NT. AUDI TORI UM - - AFTERNOON

Janel l e, Rayne and Ms. Wendell watching a chorus |line
attenpting to do a kick line. The directors |ook concerned.

RAYNE
We're so going to | ose.

JANELLE
Don't say that.
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RAYNE
Then we're going to need a gi nm ck.
W have to get sone jocks invol ved.
People love it when the jocks get
i nvol ved.

Janel |l e doesn't |ike that.
| NT. PIZZA WORLD -- DAY
Al bert, in his magic outfit, is packing up.

He's in the play area of the Pizza Wrld, where little kids
are in jungle gyns, noon roons and a ball pit.

ANOTHER MOTHER appr oaches.

ANOTHER MOTHER
Are you avail abl e?

Al bert does a little prestidigitation to produce a busi ness
card.

ALBERT
Weekends and many afternoons.

ANOTHER MOTHER
Wonder f ul .

Anot her Mot her heads back into the play area.

Al bert resunmes packing. Just then Tracy pops in. Albert is
startl ed.

TRACY
Hi .

ALBERT
Tracy? OCh, hi Tracy. Wat in the
worl d are you doi ng here?

TRACY
In the nood for pizza.

ALBERT
Then what in the Pizza Wrld are you
doi ng here? You al one?

TRACY
Yes.
ALBERT
Real ly? | never thought of you as

the sol o type.

TRACY
Nobody knows ny type, Al



ALBERT
| didn't nean anyt hing--

TRACY
So, where's your canera crew?

ALBERT
Canmera crew-? Ch, right, yeah
they couldn't get perm ssion to bring
caneras in here.

Tracy | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

TRACY
Well, | guess---

ALBERT
But they did get, nake an agreenent
to use the security canera feeds.

Tracy wal ks around, | ooking up and around.

TRACY
Security caneras?
ALBERT
Yeah, well, since it's nostly about

school, they didn't push to get in.
Not hi ng ever happens here. But if

it does, it'll be on tape!
TRACY
You' ve been doing this magic forever.
ALBERT
"Learn nmagi ¢ and i npress your
friends."
TRACY

Were they inpressed?

ALBERT
Nah, they used to bust ny balls.

Al bert pulls out his balls and juggles them

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
So, Tracy, how goes the coll ege
sear ch?

TRACY
" m probably going to end up at State.

ALBERT
Vel l, they have sone pretty good
progr ans.
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TRACY
| guess. So, what about you, M. TV
star?

ALBERT
VWhat? OCh, not like that. [I'mstill
| eani ng toward engi neering and desi gn.
We're supposed to visit Drexel next
weekend and check it out.

TRACY
The TV thing could happen. Look at
all the people who ended up on TV or
in novies or politics after being on
areality show.

ALBERT
That's not why | did it. Just so
you know.

TRACY
Ch, I'msure it isn't. But once

you're on TV, anything can happen.
It's sonmething you should be aware
of .

ALBERT
" m not exactly what you woul d cal
a "break out" star.

TRACY
True.

She's comng on to Al bert now.

ALBERT
Wait, what?

TRACY
| nmeant, it's really not sonething
you can control. Al you can do is

try to do sonething unforgettable
and hope for the best.

ALBERT
Again, not really ny best thing.
TRACY
So, they'll be checking the security
t apes?
ALBERT

Only if sonething happens.

TRACY
Well, then, let's see what happens.
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Tracy is on Albert with a long, wet kiss. Albert's balls
fly out of his hand and he ki sses back.

They fall into the ball pit....
I NT. TRACY' S HOUSE -- MORNI NG

It's a plain-looking mddle class honme in the 'burbs, kinda
run down, Kkinda neglected. Needs a nom s touch.

I NT. TRACY'S KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

Tracy cones into the nmessy and run-down kitchen. She takes
sone enpty liquor bottles off the table and tosses themin
the recycling. She grabs a snack bar then sets out a cereal
box, bowl, spoon, etc. She gets her books and | eaves.

I NT. VOLUZ'S KI TCHEN -- MORNI NG

Mom i s maki ng sonme Toaster Tarts™and Dad's wol fing down a
muf fin.

DAD
Ckay, granted, this nuffin does taste
|l ess like particle board than the

last one. It's not a bran nmuffin?
MOM
It's called a "Sans Muffin." Sans
cal ories, sans transfats, sans sugars---
DAD
Sans taste.
MOM
Try one of these new soy Toaster
Tarts™
DAD
Gotta run.

And Dad is off.

Mom t akes the Toaster Tart ™Mout of the toaster as the Rebecca
enters.

MOM
Ch, good, you're just in tine.

She hands the soy tart to Rebecca just as the doorbell rings
and Mom goes to answer it.

MOM ( CONT' D)
VWho coul d that be?

REBECCA
Saved by the doorbell.
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Rebecca dunps the soy tart into the trash and foll ows.

I NT. ALBERT'S LI VI NG ROOM -- MORNI NG

Mom gets the door. [It's Tracy, |ooking wonderful. Rebecca
conmes over
MOM
Can | help you?
TRACY
s Al here?
REBECCA
Al who?
TRACY
Al bert Vol uz.
MOM
He's here.
REBECCA
Why ?
MOM
(cal l'ing)
Al bert!
REBECCA

Does he owe you noney?
Al bert cones running downstairs with his back pack

ALBERT
VWhat ?  Huh?

He sees Tracy and freezes.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Tracy?

TRACY
| was wondering if you wanted to
wal k to school together

ALBERT
Sure, as long as it's on the way.

More awkward sil ence.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Ckay, bye, nom

He hurries out the door and they're gone.
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MOM
That was a girl.
REBECCA
That wasn't just a girl. That was
Tracy G| ligan.
MOM
So?
REBECCA

They conme fromdifferent worlds.
She's not from pl anet Jer khead.

MOM
Oh, stop it. You should be glad for
Al bert that he decided to widen his
circle of friends.

REBECCA
(suspi ci ous)
That didn't happen by pulling anything
out of his hat.

| NT. CAFETERI A -- DAY

Al bert, Janelle and Rob are seated as the canera observes.
Janelle is sitting next to Al bert, but she gets shoved over

as Tracy squeezes in. Suddenly, others start to gather around
and squeeze in between Janelle and Al bert.

Paul walks in with his tray. He's thoroughly disgusted,
twsting his tray into a helix.

| NT. PAUL'S ROOM -- DAY
Paul 's sports-themed room He's working the Internet, pulling

up a listing of various cable networks as he tal ks on the
phone.

PAUL
Yes, hi, I'mtrying to get sone
informati on on one of your shows. A
docunentary on high school. You
have a filmcrew foll ow ng around
this dork...l nean, student, on his

senior year. No? Are you sure?
He makes a note and scrolls to the next nane on screen.
LATER:
Still on the phone.
PAUL ( CONT' D)

---A high school senior. What?
( MORE)



PAUL ( CONT' D)
Good | ooking? Well, | suppose, in a
Tom Hanks sort of way...Wit, do you
have it or not?

He crosses the nane off the |ist.
LATER STI LL:

PAUL ( CONT' D)
--Areality show about a high schoo

senior. No, a boy. His senior year.

Mapl e Ri dge Hi gh.

| NT. ROSE' S EXECUTI VE OFFI CE -- DAY
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| NTERCUT:

The sem -nice office of ROSE BELLOAS, a 40-ish woman trying
hard to | ook business-like, at AOK -TV. She's on the phone

while leafing through the rating nenos.

ROSE
|"msorry, could you repeat that?

PAUL
A reality show High school nerd.
Senior year. Can you tell ne when
it'"s going to air?

ROSE
|"msorry, we have nothing like that
i n devel opment here. Were did you
hear about this show?

PAUL
Everyone's...tal king about it at
school. It's all 1've been hearing
for weeks now. I'mtrying to find
out what channel it's going to be
on.

ROSE

Sorry, not us. But | hope you'l

enj oy the many other fine shows and
syndi cat ed repeats here on A O K -
TV. Hello? Hello?

As Rose hangs up the phone, her BOSS wal ks in carrying a

reans of nenos.
BCSS
Rose! \What about these ratings?
Shoul dn't they be going up?

Rose si ghs.
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ROSE
Sone of our shows have under
per f or med.
BGOSS
"Audition Island" totally tanked.
ROSE
| don't understand that at all. W
stole the best two ideas on TV
BGOSS
"Anmerica' s Next Top Cdown?" "Bar
Brawl s Live!" "Who Wants to be a

Htler?" Seriously, Rose, what is
progranm ng thinking? And then
find out we're nunber one---

ROSE
G eat !

BCSS
In Retirenent Villages. W have to
skewer younger, Rose, or we're going
to skewer unenpl oyed.

ROSE
Younger ?
BOSS
Get on it!
The Boss | eaves.
ROSE

(into intercom
Grace, can you tell nme where that
|ast call came fromand find out
about a Mapl e Ridge H gh?

| NT. HALLWAY -- AFTERNOON
Al bert and Rob wal k down the hall, with crewin tow A COUPLE

OF FRESHVEN cone up to them wearing bathing suits, diving
caps and carrying towels and a coupl e of pool passes.

FRESHI ES 1
Excuse nme, can you tell ne where the
pool is?

ROB

Upstairs, dude. On the roof.

The Freshnmen head up the stairwell while Rob and Al bert crack
up silently.

Rob and Al bert go into the classroom
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| NT. CLASSROOM - - AFTERNOON
The Robotics Club greets themw th appl ause.
EXT. FIELD -- DAY

Al bert, Janelle and Robert are wal king up a sl ope carrying
several new, fancy kites.

JANELLE
So, Ken Burns, is your big plan
wor ki ng?

Al bert nods as they reach the top of the sl ope:

There's the filmcrew filmng the CHEERLEADER SQUAD (| ed by
Ci ndy) which |l aunches into a cheer:

CHEERL EADERS
Al bert, Al bert, he's our man; if he
can't fly it, no one can! Fly that
kitel

Rob and Al bert grin and high five while Janelle rolls her
eyes.

I NT. PIZZA WORLD -- DAY
Paul and Hort are sitting at a table, alone.

PAUL
--no one knows a thing about this--
(air quotes)
"TV show. "

HORT
Wiy do you care?

PAUL
| care because this is supposed to
be- -
(air quotes)
"My year."

HORT
Your
(air quoting)
"Year"?

PAUL
We haven't heard fromthis dweeb in
three years and now in senior year
it's supposed to be about hinf? |
didn't work to make varsity just to
step aside for this freak show |

ear ned ny
( MORE)
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PAUL ( CONT' D)
(air quotes)
"Seni or year."

HORT
Dude, do you even know how to use
air quotes?

PAUL
Sure | do.
HORT
(air quotes)
You "do?"
PAUL
VWhat is that?
HORT

" mair-quoting you.

PAUL
(1 ooki ng around)
Were is everybody?

EXT. FIELD -- DAY

Al bert has this super big, nulti-tethered, colorful cloth
kite. Dozens of kids are helping himget it airborne. The
canmera crew records all of it.

It's a real party atnosphere with bl ankets set up with snack
f oods and bever ages.

The gothic kids have a black kite up with the help of sone
Cheer| eaders who supplied a tail nade out of ponpom parts.

Nerds are nmeasuring the span of a kite nmade out of plain
br own paper

M TCHELL
It's aerodynam cally perfect!

A St oner wanders over.

STONER
But it needs sonme col or, bruh!

He pulls out a spray paint can and goes to worKk.

Sone pretty G RLS cone over and start talking to Rob, who's
with Janelle.

GRL 1
So, Bobby you're really his best
friend, right?
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ROB
Total ly.

JANELLE
One of them

QRL 2
So, if you asked himto hang with
us, he would, right?

ROB
He's ny peep, boo.
JANELLE
Boo? Peep?
GRL 1
It's just not fair that Tracy is on
canera, | nean, really, wth A al

the tine.

They | ook and sure enough, there's Tracy and Al bert pulling
on the strings to the kite.

A gust cones up, the giant kite rises and the crowd cheers.

The cheerl eaders go into the "G nme a K' cheer, spelling
"kite".

Phil, Jerry and Wllie are thrilled.

JERRY

Are you getting all this?
PHI L

Ch, yeah.
WLLIE

Think we'll get an "A?"

PHI L
We'll get an "o" for Gscar!

Tracy gives Al bert a big kiss.

Janelle is hurt. She hurries off, passing a group, Benny,
Rayne, Bill and Buddy, eating, drinking and tal king:

DENNY
[t's weird. |'ve known Bert since
fourth grade. He didn't used to be
this much fun to be around.

RAYNE
Bert? Well, we never really hung
out with him
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Bl LL
No, he was kind of a wall fl ower.

BUDDY
Must be a | ate bl ooner.

Rayne | ooks at Buddy.

RAYNE
Who are you?

EXT. VOLUZ'S HOUSE -- MORNI NG
Dad | eaves. Al bert | eaves.

A car pulls up and beeps. Mm cones out the front door and
gets in the car.

From an upstairs w ndow, Rebecca watches. She has an ice
pack on her head. As soon as nomdrives off, she takes off
the ice pack and heads out.

She conmes out the side door, dressed in fatigues. She pulls
out her cell phone, tests the video canera and heads out.

A few nonments later, Matt conmes up to the door with his
laundry. He tries togoin. It's |locked. He knocks and
waits.

EXT. MAPLE RI DGE H GH SCHOOL -- MORN NG
Al bert and Rob are at the corner. But the filmcrewis |ate.

Rebecca is hiding in sonme bushes, canera at the ready. A
bus goes by, hitting a puddle and it all splashes on Rebecca.
The canera starts to short out and she drops it.

Janel l e wal ks by. Al bert catches up to her.

JANELLE
Where's your pal, Tracy?

ALBERT
She texted nme. She's running |ate,
not to wait. Wth alittle smlie
face.

Janelle sinply glares at him

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
What's eating you?

JANELLE
She's using you, you know.

ALBERT
Au contrary, |'musing her, renmenber?
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JANELLE
And that nakes it okay then? Does
it, "A?"
She storns off.
ALBERT
VWhat's up with her?
ROB
Must be that tine of year.
ALBERT
Rob...that's a nonthly thing.
ROB
Monthly? Woa. |If | had to dea
with that every nonth, |1'd just shot
nmysel f.
PHL (OS.)

Morning crew. Let's get to it!

When Rebecca | ooks back up wth camera at the ready, Al bert
and his crew are out of sight, in a crowmd of students entering
t he buil di ng.

I NT. GYM -- DAY

The boys are in gymclass playing games of 1/2 court
basket bal | .

Slowy, a |l arge, wheel ed hanper creeps itself into the gym
Rebecca peeks out from under a towel.

M. Bergonzi, the gymteacher, wal ks over. Rebecca ducks
down.

MR BERGONZI
Sidl  \Where's that |aundry?

The nebbi shy Sid, student equi prent manager, wal ks in carrying
arm oads of dirty jock straps and cups.

SID
Ri ght here, sir.

MR BERGONZI
We need those dirty jockstraps and
stai ned cups for the gane, so get
themin the | aundry now

SID
Yes, M. Bergonzi.

Sid drops all the dirty itens into the hanper Rebecca is
hi di ng in.
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| NT. CAFETERI A -- DAY

Students are eating.

A wi ndow is open. Paul, Hort and sonme other Jocks sit by
it. They have their trays filled with Sl oppy Joes.

Rebecca peeks in the w ndow, canera at the ready.

JOCKTU
VWhat is this slop?

HORT
Sl oppy Joes.

JOCKTU

This is nasty.

PAUL
Later for this.

Paul tosses his food out the open wi ndow and the others foll ow
suit.

EXT. CAFETERI A -- CONTI NUOUS
Rebecca i s under the w ndow, covered in Sloppy Joe.

Dl SSOLVE:
| NT. REBECCA' S ROOM -- AFTERNOON

Areal "My Little Pony" affair. Mm pokes her head in.
There's Rebecca in bed, under the covers with the ice pack
on.

MOM
"' m honme, honey. Sorry |I had to run
out. How you feeling?

REBECCA

Better, Mom
MOM

Can | get you anythi ng?
REBECCA

No, thank you
MOM

Ckay. 1'll be downstairs.
REBECCA

Ckay.

Mom | eaves. Rebecca gets out of bed, still dressed in dirty,

st ai ned cl ot hes.
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She acts grossed out, twitches a bit, reaches down in the
back of her shirt and pulls out a jock strap. Ewww. Then
she pulls out the canera.
| NT. ALBERT'S ROOM -- NI GHT
Al bert is at his PC. He finishes a Facebook Fan page about
hinmself and hits a list of "Invites.” A nonent |ater replies
cone up: "Hey Albert,"” "H, Dude," "S up, bro?"

Then an Private Message cones up saying "Busted bro" and a
screen cap of Phil and Al bert. Al bert |ooks concerned.

He turns around and there's Rebecca at his door holding up
her phone.

I NT. VOLUZ'S KI TCHEN -- N GHT

They're all at the table finishing up their dinner.

DAD
Is it ny turn to ask?
REBECCA
Ask what ?
DAD
How was your day?
REBECCA
Dad!
DAD

Are you smarter than you were
yesterday? Because if you're not,
|"mgoing to stop buying lottery
tickets.

MOM
We done? Becky, | believe it's your
turn to clear the table.

Rebecca | ooks at Al bert.

ALBERT
"1l do it.

REBECCA
Thanks, Al bert.

He starts clearing away the dishes.

DAD
Al right, we just slipped into
anot her dinension, didn't we? |t
| ooks the same but there are these
subtl e differences.
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Matt wal ks i n.

MATT
| smell neatl oaf.
DAD
From your canmpus? | thought the

poi nt of going away to col |l ege was
bei ng away.

Matt takes a plate, grabbing things as Al bert tries to put
themaway. He finally is able to get a plate together. He
sits and eats.

MATT
Wiy are you clearing the table?

ALBERT
Communi ty service. They want us
seniors doing nore of it.

REBECCA
A lot nore.

Vel l, that sounds om nous, stopping Matt in md-neatl oaf.

| NT. REBECCA' S ROOM -- DAY

He' s maki ng t he bed.

He's washi ng the w ndow.

He's brushi ng the ponies.

| NT. VOLUZ'S KI TCHEN -- DAY

Rebecca pours a glass of mlk. She starts to drink it but
snmells it. Not sure, she gives it to Albert to taste. He
does. It's sour. He spits it out into the sink.

I NT. VOLUZ'S LIVING ROOM -- N GHT

Al bert is watching TV. Rebecca sits next to himand puts
her hand out. He surrenders the renote control to her.

EXT. MAPLE RI DCGE H GH SCHOOL -- AFTERNOON

Phil, Jerry and Wllie exit the school. They clinb into
Wllie' s run-down V.W and pull away.

Anot her car engine starts. It's Paul. He follows.
EXT. COLLEGE CAWMPUS -- AFTERNOON

Phil and Co. drive onto the canpus, find a parking spot and
head out.
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Paul pulls into another spot and foll ows.
EXT. FILM SCHOCL BUI LDI NG -- AFTERNOON

As the trio enter the Filmschool with their equi pnent, Pau
snaps sone photos with his cell phone.

I NT. FI LM SCHOCOL EQUI PMENT LOCKER -- AFTERNOON

They're at the check-in wi ndow, returning their equipnent.
Col | ege posters are up. It all |ooks very collegiate.

Paul snaps off a few nore photos.

PAUL
Vol uz, you're going down.

| NT. COLLEGE EDI TI NG BAY -- EVEN NG

Wllie' s at the editing machine. Phil is over his shoul der.
WLLIE
Man, I'mtelling you, we don't open
with the walk to school. W open
with himflying the kite al one.

PHI L
| want the imedi acy of the situation.
Boom we're there!

W LLI E
W want the opener to show the
contrast; How different his situation
is and wll becone.

PHI L
Excuse nme, we have like 5 m nutes
tops to hook the audience.

WLLIE
They' ve already paid and are in the
theater. What? Are we afraid they
m ght go into the next theater? W
can build up to it. Watch this.
WIllie plays sone footage in the editor:
ON SCREEN:
EXT. [ON SCREEN] FI ELD -- DAY
An edited scene of Albert flying his kite alone. It crashes.

END OF SCREEN SEGVENT.
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| NT. COLLEGE EDI TI NG BAY -- N GHT

PHI L
Where'd you get that shot?

W LLIE
| culled it froma couple of different
reels.

PHI L
Oh, we're culling now, are we?
WLLIE
Pr obl enf?
PHI L
It's not real.
WLLIE
It better tells the story.
PHI L
You're telling me howto tell the
story?
WLLIE
Hey, I'ma storyteller, too. | piece

t oget her sonme randomclips and a
whol e tal e energes, beginning, mddle
and end.

PHI L
Excuse nme, those clips aren't random

Jerry cones wal king in with bags of fast food.

They al |

JERRY
got fromthe new place, Chex-Mex.

I
It's Czech Republic-Mexican cui sine.

PHI L
Can we just assenble a decent 20
m nutes to present, please?

W LLIE
We're better than hal fway there.

JERRY
How long is this going to be?

PHI L
Don't know yet.

JERRY
How s it going to end?

stop to consider that.
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ROSE (O S.)
End? We're just getting started.

They turn to see Rose standing at the entrance with a gl eam
in her eye.

I NT. PAUL'S ROOM -- NI GHT

Paul is at work on his conputer posting the photos he took
on-1li ne.

| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Denny is | ooking at the photos on-1line.
| NT. DEN -- N GHT

Cindy is looking at the photos on-1line.
| NT. LIVING ROOM -- N GHT

Hort is | ooking at the photos on-1line.
| NT. BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Janel l e's | ooking at the photos.

JANELLE
Oh, Al bert.

EXT. MAPLE RI DGE H GH SCHOOL -- MORN NG
Al bert reaches the curb al one.

The kids mlling about stop as they realize that Al bert is
t here.

Tracy wal ks out of the crowd, right up to him Then she
sl aps himand hurries off, sobbing.

ALBERT
VWhat was t hat about?

Paul saunters up

PAUL
You don't ness with the natural order
ALBERT
| don't know what you're talking
about .
PAUL
Admit it, Voluz, that was not a TV
show. It was a couple of college
kids with a canera
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DENNY
Several ...a couple would inply two.
There were three.
PAUL
Shut up, Rand-MNally.
DENNY
| believe you nean Strunk and Wite.
ALBERT
Look, it's not like that at all.
ROB
What are you, like, the fake-film
crew police?
ALBERT
Now, | ook- - -
(take to Rob)
Huh? Look, Paul, | don't know what
you think you know, but you don't.
Know.
PAUL

Ch, yeah? \Were's your "around-the-
clock” filmcrew then?

Paul gl ances over to Hort who gives himthe "okay sign" on
his use of air quotes.

ALBERT
Cee, they were just here a mnute
ago.
(whistles for them
Crew, here, crew--

Suddenly, they're all hit by spotlights. They squint to
| ook. Several really-for-real PROFESSI ONAL FI LM CREWS
surround the students. A helicopter with a canera hovers
over head.

PAUL
VWhat is going on here?

ALBERT
Heel , crew, heel!

Phil, WIlie and Jerry step up.

PHI L
Back to school, everyone. Act natural
for the canmeras. They're HD and
pi ck up everythi ng!

The students start to file into the school, gl ad-handi ng and
back- sl appi ng Al bert once agai n.
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| don't know how you managed this
but it's not over yet.

ROB
It's not over '"til the fat lady yells
"cut."

Paul stonps inside. Albert turns to Phil and them

ALBERT
VWhat is going on here?

PHI L
We are now part of the A O K -TV
famly. They took over production.

ALBERT
VWhat ? What are you saying? This is
a real show now?

JERRY
You bet.

W LLI E
There's a craft service truck on its
way now.

ALBERT

What about you? You're not a film
crew anynor e?

PHI L
Grunt work. We got executive producer
credits now

Tracy comes out.

TRACY
|'"'mso sorry | doubted you

ALBERT
You shoul d be.

TRACY
Paul 's a jerk.

ALBERT
Yes. Yes, he is.

She ki sses him

DI RECTOR
Excuse ne. You were out of frane.
Coul d you kiss him again? Take it
fromyour line "I'"'mso sorry | doubted
you. "
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Al bert's cell phone rings.

MM (O S.)
Al bert?

I NT. VOLUZ'S LI VI NG ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS
Mom and Rebecca are face-to-face with ANOTHER FI LM CREW

MOM
Wul d you care to explain why | have
afilmcrewin the living roonf

She |istens a nonent then Dad, in his jogging outfit, walks
in but before he can even get his hand off the doorknob:

MOM ( CONT' D)
Tony, your son is the subject of a
reality show for TV!

Dad steps back, |ooks up at the address on the door, then
backs out and cl oses the door.

I NT. PRINCI PAL'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Rose is at Rafenello's desk. Albert cones in.

ALBERT
You're not Rafenello. Not by a |ong
shot .
ROSE
Rose Bellows. A O K -TV.
ALBERT
Uh- huh.
ROSE
So, you're the inventive Al bert Vol uz.
ALBERT
So far.
ROSE
| think we have a w nner here.
ALBERT
| have no idea what you're talking
about .
ROSE

It would be a shane if it cane out
how everyone wasted the | ast 4 weeks
ki ssing up to you.



64.

ALBERT
Pretty much the reason | haven't
brought it up.

ROSE
Look, Albert--may | call you Al bert?--
Al bert, you started sonet hing.
Sonet hing quite remarkable. And you
understand the power of the TV | ens
to alter and shape your environnment
and position. Quite shrewd.

ALBERT
Al I was doing was | ooking to make
a couple of friends, maybe. And cut
down on the nunber of wedgies

recei ved.

ROSE
You want to be popul ar, so does ny
channel. Not only will this school
| ove you, the country wll

ALBERT
| really don't have the tine to keep
this stunt up. 1've got school work

piling up, college applications that
have to get out---

ROSE
Sonething |like a cable TV series
woul d | ook m ghty inpressive on your
appl i cation.

ALBERT
How can that...no, | don't...you
t hi nk?
ROSE
Most coll eges would kill to be able

to raise their profile in the public
eye. You could have your pick of
canpuses.

ALBERT
That coul d be good. Frankly, ny
SATs were weak.

ROSE
Forget SATs. |'mtalking Qratings.

ALBERT
Yeah, Qratings. Yeah, let's keep
this project running.

ROSE
|"mglad to hear you say that.
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They shake hands.
Then Rose picks up the phone.

ROSE ( CONT' D)
Tell M. Rafenell o he can come back
i n now.

EXT. QUAD -- DAY

Rob and Janelle are waiting. Albert exits the building with
one the pro filmcrews follow ng.

ROB
So, what happened? It's true? Are
you going to be a real TV show?

JANELLE
| " m guessing the canera crew neans
yes.

ALBERT
They're very excited about this
proj ect .

ROB
Totally fresh! Mnty fresh!

JANELLE
Al bert, | don't think you should do
this.

ALBERT
Are you kidding? It worked like a
dream when it was bogus. It can
only get better if it's real.

ROB
You'll have to let us know when it's
on so we can DVR it.

LONE VO CE (O S.)
Hey! There's Al bert!

Suddenly he's surrounded by his new BBFs.

| NT. CAFETERI A -- DAY

Kids on line to get food. The other kids get the usual slop
on a shingle but as Al bert cones up with the TV crew in tow,
he gets the blue plate special.

As he thanks the CAFETERI A LADY, he realizes she's all doll ed-
up with heavy rouge and Tamy Faye eyel ashes.

Janell e and Rob are seated at a table. They wave to Al bert.
Beyond them are Tracy and the cool girls.
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Al bert heads over to Tracy and her friends, Kkissing each of
them and maki ng a "Duck, Duck, Goose" gane of it.

ALBERT
Ki ss, kiss, kiss---

They he gets to Tracy and gets a big kiss.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Snooch.

Paul , sitting over on the other side with his teamnates is
wat chi ng and snaps a spork in two.

Janell e at her table crushes her juice box and it squirts
all over Rob.

| NT. COLLEGE EDI TI NG BAY -- N GHT

The group and Rose are wat ching sone footage on the editing
machi ne.

Foot age shown:
ON SCREEN
| NT. [ ON SCREEN] CAFETERI A -- DAY

Al bert wal king along the cafeteria line, tripping and dropping
from si ght.

PHL (OS.)
This is the earlier footage. People
are still becom ng acclimated to the
canera. Their imedi ate behavior is
still evident but they then cone

around. Soon, the old pre-canera
behavior is replaced by their on-
canmera sel ves.

The entire cafeteria bursts out |aughing. Then they becone
aware of the canera, nudgi ng each other and quickly pointing
at the camera. A few go over and hel p himup

I NT. [ON SCREEN] SCHOOL HALL -- DAY

Janell e and Al bert cone wal king down the hall. They stop at
her | ocker. Wile she's busy with books, Tracy cones over
and tal ks up Albert. They walk off.

The canera follows, but with a final pan to Janelle, now a
smal | figure down the hall at her | ocker.

PHL (OS.)
And the subject's own confidence

bui | ds.
( MORE)
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PHL (OS.) (CONT D
There was a tine he couldn't say two
words to the hottie. Now they're
best buds.

END SCREEN SEGVENT

| NT. EDI TI NG BAY -- DAY

They stand at the nonitor.
ROSE

VWhat is this? A National Geographic
special? This is worthless.

PHI L
It's an amazi ng exam nation of the---
JERRY
Hawt hor ne Effect.
PHI L
Exactly.
ROSE
Unl ess Hawt horne has a big famly
that will watch, | don't care about
that. This is duller than vanill a.
WLLIE
Hey, | like vanilla.
ROSE
Maybe he can get involved in

sonet hi ng.
School footage is running and Rose sees the Sing poster.

ROSE ( CONT' D)
Freeze the franme. That's it.
Perfect! He can be part of the
conpetition.

PHI L
Excel l ent. Except that Al bert isn't
in the Sing.

ROSE
He is now.

She pulls out a cell phone.

ROSE ( CONT' D)
Grace, get nme Rayne Borowtz.
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I NT. RAYNE' S ROOM -- NI GHT

Very dark and alienated. Rayne is reading a book of poetry.
Her cell phone rings.

RAYNE
Hel 1 0? Wi0? Yes, I'mdirecting the
Sing. How did you get ny nunber?
| NTERCUT:
| NT. ROSE' S EXECUTI VE OFFI CE -- N GHT

Rose is crunching sone nunbers in her conputer

ROSE
We have to tal k.
RAYNE
What is it?
ROSE
My spies saw the Juni or/ Freshies
show. It's good, |I'mtold.
RAYNE
So? W're solid. Wit, you have
spi es?
ROSE

O course you're solid, honey. But
there's no buzz. You need fl ash.
You need sone razzle-dazzle. You
need heat.

RAYNE
We al ready put Paul Daizacker in the
| ead rol e even though he can't sing
or dance. The class loves him

ROSE
You want the popular kids in there.
You want the audience rooting for
us. You can go bigger.

RAYNE
Bi gger ?
ROSE
Who' s the nost popul ar kid right
now?
RAYNE
No, no, no. |'mnot going to have

himcone in here with his crew and
screw up everyt hi ng.
MORE
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RAYNE ( CONT' D)
Besi des we asked hi m weeks ago to be
init and he said no.

ROSE
Yeah but that was back when he was a
nobody.
| NT. HALLWAY -- DAY
Al bert is strutting down the hall, on canera. Rayne and

Janelle cone up to him Janelle | ooks very unconfortable.

RAYNE
Yo, Voluz, can we tal k?

ALBERT
Ah, the queen of poetry and Janell e,
my good personal friend. What can
do you for?

JANELLE
(rmunbl i ng)
Coul d you be in the sing?

ALBERT
Huh?

RAYNE
Look, we need a gimmck to hype the
Senior/ Soph sing. | think you're
that gimmck. It would be a
tremendous boost to us. W really
want to win this year.

ALBERT

Real | y?

Rayne nudges Janel |l e.

JANELLE

It would be a trenendous boost.
ALBERT

VWhat part?
RAYNE

The | ead.

Janell e is shocked by this, Rayne signals her to silence.

ALBERT
Ww, the lead. That fits.
(to canera)
What do you thi nk?

A thunmb comes in with a big "thunb's up."”
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ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Havi ng a nusi cal nunber in this show
woul d be awesone. And it would really
wi den our denographics. Wo's the
femal e | ead?

RAYNE
Why ?
ALBERT
Tracy woul d be perfect.
RAYNE
Tracy it is.
JANELLE
What ?
RAYNE
Great. See you at three.
ALBERT
W're a lock to w n!
Wil e Al bert continues down the hall, Rayne and Janelle remain
behi nd, arguing softly. Paul joins them They begin to
explain the situation to Paul. He's not happy.

| NT. LI BRARY -- DAY

Janelle is alone, hitting the books. Rose steps in and joins
her.

ROSE
Hel | o.

JANELLE
Oh, the cabl e | ady.

ROSE
| have sonething for you

She pulls out a script and gives it to Janelle.

JANELLE
VWhat is this?

ROSE
We had sone of our staff witers go
over the script and see if they could
punch it up a bit.

JANELLE
You re-wote ny script?



ROSE
Honey, you have to understand the
busi ness we're in.

JANELLE
' mnot in business. ['min the
12t h grade.

ROSE

It's nothing major. W just tweaked
it a bit and strengthened your plot
beat s.

Janel l e scans the script.

JANELLE
Where's the Magi ¢ Dude?
ROSE
Oh, we had to wite himout.
JANELLE
That was Al bert's part.
ROSE
It didn't suit him
JANELLE
| wote it for him He's a magician.
ROSE
Well, you know, our focus group felt
t hat magi ci ans are kind of geeky.
JANELLE
What ? |'ve been focus-grouped?
ROSE

No one liked him They coul dn't
relate. So we have a new character
Awesome Al bert.

JANELLE
This is ridicul ous.

ROSE
Your classmates are dependi ng on
you. Not to nmention Nielsen famlies
everywhere. W really want to
showcase Al bert in the best possible
light, right?

Janell e stews silently.
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I NT. AUDI TORI UM - - AFTERNOON

Janell e and the cast and crew of the school show are in
r ehear sal .

Janelle is at the piano. Rayne watches with the script.
The canera crew i s roam ng around.
Al bert |eads the cast of Tracy, Alio, the exchange student,

Hort, Bill and others in a scene. Denny is dressed as a
truant officer. Paul is an extra and not happy.

ALBERT

But why? Wiy do | stay around here?
OLLI O

Yes. School of high is a pain.
RAYNE

Hi gh school
OLLI O

Yes, is a pain, no?

DENNY
Hi gh school is the |aw

BI LL
True that, truant officer.

TRACY
W do it as our fore-students before
us did it; we go so we can get---

ALL
Yes? Yes?

TRACY
Qur dipl oma

RAYNE

Cut, cut! Marvel ous, troupe.
Janell e, we just need to snooth out
t he di al ogue going into the
transition. It's alittle jagged
around t he edges.

JANELLE
['lI]l see what |'mallowed to do.

RAYNE
Let's do the diplonma song now, please?
Only a few days left!



73.
| NT. SHOP CLASS -- AFTERNOON

The class is filled with students. Each has a |unp of clay.
There are a couple of electric potter wheels. Albert cones
into frame, dressed with a shop apron and tal ks to the canera.

ALBERT
So, anyway, |I'minto ceramics. |[|'ve
been maki ng objects out of clay since
| went to this birthday party when
was five at a pottery class. Turns
out that this school used to have a
ceram cs shop class but got closed
by budget cuts. Now, catch this,
everything was in storage downstairs
in the spooky, spooky basenent. And
the kilns, the clay ovens, have been
sitting here in this room used for
storage. And the occasional pizza.
So what | have done in ny magnani nous
way was organi ze a ceram cs club and
because sonme of ny personal friends
signed up, we were able to formthis
cl ub, get a budget and pull the
equi pnent out of nothballs. Rad-tic-
cal .

He wal ks over to a wheel, where Tracy is ready to go, passing
Janell e and Rob in the process.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
So, with nmy assistant, we're going
to throw sone cl ay!

Tracy and Al bert are at a wheel with a |lunp of clay.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
The secret is noisture. You have to
keep the clay wet while working it.

They dip their hands in the bucket of water. Albert turns
t he wheel on. He takes Tracy's hands and they begin working
t he cl ay.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Now, working the clay is easy. Let
the wheel do the work. Just slowy
and evenly apply pressure on both
si des.

Hands inter-clasped, Al bert and Tracy work the clay up and
down, up and down, until they have a | ong phallus shape, wet
and gl i stening.
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ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Just work the clay, gliding your
hands and fingers over the clay.
Steady and sl ow, steady and sl ow --

The students | ook on, sl ack-jawed.

Al bert gets flushed and enbarrassed. He w pes his forehead
and |l eaves a big clay stain there.

I NT. SHOP CLASS -- LATER

The students are filing out, nessy, but happy. They | ook
i ke they had fun, show ng off their m sshaped creations.

Al bert is there, watching themgo. He's beside a set of the
swi ngi ng hall doors.

BUDDY
VWhat's that?

DENNY
An ash tray.

BUDDY
You don't snoke.

DENNY
| was trying for a salad bow but |
didn't have enough cl ay.

Cl NDY
You call that paperclip hol der?
This is a paperclip hol der!
And they're gone.

Janel l e cones out carrying her vase.

JANELLE
VWhat was all that about?
ALBERT
What was what ?
JANELLE
Your Freudian ride on the potter's
wheel .
ALBERT

Ch. Well, sonetines a phallic synbol
is just a phallic synbol.

JANELLE
This is all just wong. Don't you
feel bad about this?



She t akes

Just then

ALBERT
Way should | feel bad? Nobody felt
bad when they filled ny | ocker with
puddi ng | ast year.

JANELLE
You don't know t hat.

ALBERT
It's all good, now It's all working.
Don't you see how "in" | anf If |
were any inner, |'d inplode.

JANELLE
Don't get too used to it. It's al

a ploy, renenber? 1It's not going to
last. As soon as the canmera is gone
all this goes away.

ALBERT
Oh, well, thanks. [|'mglad you have
that nmuch faith in ne. You don't
think I can hold on to these friends
on ny own?

JANELLE
They're not your friends, Albert.
"' mnot sure what they are but they're
not your friends. A friendship goes
beyond bei ng extras on TV.

ALBERT
|"ve tried it the other way, Janelle.
We both have. These cameras are the

great equalizer. |I'mclicking with
the cliques now |'ve got the bullies
kowowing to me! I'msitting at the
head of the cool table!

hi s hand.

JANELLE
| s that what you al ways wanted? How
is that better than you're already
have?

ALBERT
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

Tracy cones up and spins himaround.

TRACY
|s there a problem here?

ALBERT
No problem Janelle's just asking
for sone |ife advice.

75.
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TRACY
Everyone's headed to Pizza Wrl d,
"1l see you there.

ALBERT
Meet you at the ball pit.
She's off.
JANELLE
She, nost of all, is not your friend.
ALBERT

It could happen. Once they get to
know t he real ne.

JANELLE
But this isn't the real you. You're
a gane show host!

ALBERT
VWhat is your problen? | finally
| eave the | oser ranks and you get
all inny face? Wat's that about?
Envy isn't a good col or on you!

Al bert turns and | eaves through the sw ngi ng doors.

JANELLE
Wait, Albert--

The door sw ngs back, knocking the vase out of her hand.
Janell e's vase hits the floor and breaks.

Janel | e wat ches hi m go through the sw nging door. Then she
bends down to pick up the pieces of her vase.

| NT. ROSE' S EXECUTI VE OFFI CE -- DAY
Rose is at her desk, watching this scene on her office TV.
| nt ercom buzzes.
GRACE (O S.)
The editors are here to see you, M.
Bel | ows.
She pauses the TV pl ayer.

ROSE
Send themin.

Phil, WIlie and Jerry enter, each carrying a bottle of water.

ROSE ( CONT' D)
Hel | o, boys.
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PHI L
Good to see you again, M. Bell ows.

ROSE
|'ve seen the footage you put together
for the first episode.

WLLIE
Yes.
ROSE
l"msorry. It's not working.

mean, why do we care about the nousy
friend. She's a real buzz-kill.

And frankly, you' re show ng everyone
bei ng way too aware of the canera.
Wy too neta. We're going to have
to bring in sone other people to cut
t he footage.

JERRY
What ?

PHI L
Are you firing us?

ROSE
To an extent. More |like outsourcing.
To our editors in India.

PHI L
This is ny project. You just can't
take over it like that.

ROSE
You did sign over all rights to us
wi th your contract. Look, it's
not hi ng personal. | barely know you

guys.
| NT. ELEVATOR -- MOMENTS LATER
The trio are riding down.

JERRY
That was sudden and unexpect ed.

W LLI E
So we're out.

PHI L
No yet. Let's go to the source.

Phil pulls out his cell phone. WIlie pulls a second bottle
of water out of his pocket.
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WLLIE
Now | don't feel so bad about taking
this extra water.

| NT. COLLEGE THEATER -- EVEN NG

Phil, WIlie and Jerry are in the back. Another filmfestival
IS in progress.

Al bert steps in wearing a hoodie and dark gl asses. He takes
a few steps and falls. Getting up, he takes off his sun
gl asses and joins Phil and them

PHI L
You al one?

ALBERT
Yeah. Wat's up?

WLLIE
She canned us.

JERRY
We're off the show.

ALBERT
Why ?

PHI L
She didn't like the edit we put
t oget her.

ALBERT

She didn't? Wy not?

WLLIE
' Cause she's a suit, man. She doesn't
understand the creative process at

al | .
PHI L
She was culling, man. And culling
har d.
Audi ence shushes them
ALBERT
|"mgoing to assune that's a bad
t hi ng.
JERRY

Look, Al bert, you've got plenty of
juice with these people. You could
get us back on



ALBERT
Hey, guys, |I'msure Rose had her
reasons for letting you off the
project, but I"'monly the tal ent
here. | really have to defer to her
on these kind of matters.

PHI L
VWhat ?

ALBERT
['mreluctant to interfere with her
Vi si on.
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Phil rises up in anger but WIllie and Jerry hold hi m down.

The audi ence shushes t hem

JERRY
So, that's it?

ALBERT
Maybe | can get you back on as one
of the second units.

PHI L
Ch, gosh, would you?

ALBERT
For you guys? O course!

Al bert puts his sungl asses back on.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
G ao!

He | eaves, stunbles and falls. Audience shushes him
gets up and shushes t hem back

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
How do you |like that? | guess now
t he shush is on the other foot!

He | eaves.
PHI L
Wiy that mserable little twerp!
W LLI E
| can't believe he did that.
JERRY
VWhat now?
PHI L
VWhat now? What now? He wants to be
a star, we'll make hima star.

( MORE)

Al bert
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PHI L ( CONT' D)
Jerry, you still have access to the
di gital footage?

JERRY
Sure. Megabytes of it. | backed it
all up on the cloud.

PHI L
WIllie, you' re going to edit like
you' ve never edited before.

| NT. ALBERT'S ROOM -- NI GHT
Al bert is on his bed readi ng when the cell phone rings.

ALBERT
Yel | - ow

| NTERCUT:
I NT. MATT'S DORM ROOM -- NI GHT

Matt is on his conmputer with the website, i-Tube, up.

MATT

Al bert, get on i-Tube right now
ALBERT

What's up?
MATT

"' m sendi ng you the |ink.
Al bert gets his PC and the email pops up. He clicks onto i-
Tube. A video starts playing: "A sneak preview of the new
Mapl e Ridge Hi gh reality show "
INT. [ON VIDEQ] PlIZZA WORLD -- DAY

It's Albert stepping out of a birthday party.

ALBERT
--That oughta hold the little bastards
for a while.
EXT. [ON VIDEQ SCHOOL YARD -- DAY

Rob and Al bert tal king.

ALBERT
| can't believe Janelle. She said I
couldn't hold on to any of these
friends without the caneras! Wy do
| even hang around with her? She's
hosing ny nellow, man. Hanging with
her is a real m stake.
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| NSERT:
The website's "tines view' counter starts increasing.
| NT. PAUL'S ROOM -- NI GHT
Paul 's on i-Tube watching the video.
EXT. [ON VIDEQ SCHOOL YARD -- DAY
Al bert tal king.

ALBERT
One of the things we'll be doing is
headi ng down to the Honecom ng gane
and watch everyone fawn over the
knuckl e-draggers. Until they realize
|"'mthere. Then those witless sport
fans will be all over nme. Suck that,
Paul .

| NT. CI NDY' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

G ndy's watching it on her | aptop.

| NT. HORT'S ROOM -- NI GHT

Hort is watching it on his cell phone.

ALBERT
| can't believe how pliable these
kids are. Just like |I predicted.
hold this school in the pal mof ny
hand. How did they stand their boring
little lives before this happened?

INT. SIDS ROOM -- N GHT
The nebbish Sid is watching it on sone nicely-placed product.

I NT. ROSE' S EXECUTI VE OFFI CE -- N GHT

Rose is watching it on her PC. The phone rings. 1It's the
Boss.
BOSS (O S.)
Rose! !'!
ROSE
Yes, sir?
BOSS (O S.)

Shut it down.

ROSE
But sir---
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BGSS (O S.)
Great show, Letting this noron insult
all this classmates. Geat if we
were at Don Rickles High. Shut it
down before the PTA revolts agai nst
us.

I NT. ALBERT' S ROOM -- N GHT

Al bert's cell phone starts to blow up. The group texts are
poppi ng up on Al bert's screen saying things like, "You jerk!"
"How coul d you say that?", "I hate you", "You' re dead to
me!", "Delete your account” and "Delete your lifel"

Al bert is stunned.
| NT. JANELLE' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Janelle is at her conputer, weeping as the video plays. On
her desk is her vase which she had been gl uing back together.

| NT. ALBERT' S ROOM -- MORNI NG
The chi cken al arm cl ock goes off.

Al bert's arm cones out fromunder the bl anket of the nessy
bed and funbles around | ooking for the clock. Finally, he
knocks it off the nightstand. But it keeps playing.

The hand pulls back in and conmes out with a heavy textbook.
It drops the book and the al arm stops.

MOM (O S.)
C nmon, Al bert! Up!

Al bert cones out of the covers.

ALBERT
Man, | need a new alarm clock. Maybe
the witness protection plan will
supply a new one.

I NT. UPSTAI RS HALL -- MORNI NG

Al bert enmerges fromhis room Rebecca, dashes into the
bat hroom beating hi mout.

ALBERT

Hey! | was going in there!
MM (O S.)

Br eakf ast !
ALBERT

Becky, get out of there!



Go eat your

Just renenb
t he receipt
for you!
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REBECCA (O.S.)
cereal, sl owpoke.

ALBERT
er, Mom and Dad kept al
s fromthe baby broker

He stonps off back into his bedroom

| NT. ALBERT'S ROOM - -

Al bert is back under

Rough ni ght
|'ve been t
to deal wit
school

And?

| think I h
VWhat is it?

MOVENTS LATER
his covers. Dad knocks and enters.

DAD
?

ALBERT

rying to figure out a way
h this whole ness at

DAD
ALBERT
ave a way.

DAD

ALBERT

You can hone school ne.

Hiding at h

DAD
one isn't going to solve

t he probl em

It is if th
a good pl ac

So this cl
Seriously,
going to se

" mgetting
Kyrgyzst an.

Ckay. Worl
But you're
Now get dre

ALBERT
e problem was | ooking for
e to hide.

DAD
p winds up on the Internet.
how many peopl e are even
eit?

ALBERT
hate mail from Japan and

DAD
d Wde Web; | get it.
not hiding out in ny house.
ssed and get goi ng.
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ALBERT
But Dad- - -
DAD
Hding fromlife is not a viable
opti on.
ALBERT
| can do everything online!
DAD
Don't they have cyber-bullying too?
ALBERT
Touché.
DAD

So, here's an adult secret: it's
never going to get easier. | hope
you realize there aren't any real

shortcuts to being yourself. Now

get goi ng.
EXT. STREET -- MORN NG

Al bert's wal king. Sone STUDENTS are approaching. They see
himand cross the street to avoid him

ALBERT
Geat, | went frominvisible to
repul si ve.

EXT. MAPLE RI DGE H GH SCHOOL -- MORNI NG

Al bert cones wal king up to the school. A |lot of students
are waiting there, standing in their old cliques.

Tracy steps up and sl aps Al bert.
The student body breaks up | aughi ng.
Sonme Cheer| eaders pass by.

Cl NDY
G me an "L"

They each hold up their thunb and forefinger as a "L" to
their forehead (the international sign for "Loser") and glare
at Al bert as they |l eave. The school bell rings and everyone
files in, including Janelle and Rob.

Rayne catches up to Paul

RAYNE
Paul , you want the | ead part back?
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Al bert is left standing on the sidewal k, alone. Suddenly, a
pair of Albert's old sneakers drop on his head fromthe wres.

| NT. CAFETERI A -- DAY
Paul is at his table with the old gang back in tow

PAUL
Vell, I"'mglad that's over wth.
How t hat feeb thought he coul d take
over just boggles ny head.

SID
Boggl es.

PAUL
VWhat are you doing here? The old
worl d order is restored! Get back
to your own table!

Sid hurries off with his tray.

Tracy comes wal king in. She's very sullen. Paul sees her
and waves her over. She just turns and | eaves.

Paul gets up and hurries after her.
| NT. HALLWAY -- CONTI NUCUS
Paul catches up to Tracy.

PAUL
Hey, Tracy, hey. \Were you goi ng?
Don't you get it? The natural soci al
order has been restored. No nore
nerd-at-large. Things can get back
to normal now.

TRACY
OCh, can they? What is so great about
nor mal ?

She pulls away and | eaves.

PAUL
Man, she has gone | esbo.

| NT. ENGLI SH CLASS -- DAY
Ms. Wendell is welcomng the class.
MRS. WEENDELL

Wel conme to the first normal day of
English cl ass, video-free!
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Bl LL
Did you check Voluz? WMaybe his binder
is a caneral

The cl ass bursts out |aughing. Albert does a fake "ha-ha."
Robert | ooks over and shrugs. Janelle just |ooks away.
Tracy | ooks sull en.

EXT. FIELD -- DAY

Al bert alone, trying to get a kite up. It finally takes
off. He just stands far below the kite, alone in an enpty
| ot.

I NT. GYM -- DAY

Class is set up for Dodgeball. Both sides rush to the mddle
and the kids grab the balls. Everyone turns toward Al bert
and everyone pelts Albert with his ball.

FREEZE FRAME. GRAPHIC. "Had it com ng!"

| NT. ALBERT'S ROOM -- NI GHT

At the PC, Al bert's Facebook page cones up. Shows everyone
online. He sends out a general "hi" and watches as everyone
signs off.

| NT. SHOP CLASS -- DAY

Al bert is sitting at a potters wheel alone. Al alone. A
lunmp of clay slowly spins untouched.

| NT. BOY' S ROOM -- DAY

Al bert is washing his hands. Paul enters with his crew

They ignore him Al bert thinks a noment, then goes to a
toilet stall. Standing there, he flushes, basically inviting
a fl ushing.

Paul gives himthe once over, shakes his head and | eaves,
can't be bot hered.

Al bert is disappoi nted.

| NT. GYM

The class is set up for half-court basketball. Then everyone
hol di ng a basketball turns and pelts Albert with the
basket bal | s.

FREEZE FRAME. GRAPHI C. "Not hing but Nerd!"

| NT. AUDI TORI UM - - AFTERNOON

The sing cast is deep in rehearsal. Al bert's face is pressed
agai nst the door, peering in.
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| NT. CAFETERI A -- AFTERNOON
Al bert cones in bearing his bagged |unch and water bottle.

He heads over to a table of STUDENTS where there's a seat
open.

ALBERT
Free seat?
BUDDY
(gl aring)
What seat ?
ALBERT
Oh. ay.

He heads over to another table. He reaches it just as Bil
leaps into it. The table appl auds.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
By all neans, you take it.

He | ooks and sees Rob and Janelle eating together. They are
avoi di ng eye contact.

He wal ks over and sees dlio, the exchange student, stil
seated alone. Finding his resolve, he heads on over and
sits.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Crow bitta tak.

Alio glares.

OLLI O
Feek barra runp!

He gets up and | eaves.
| NT. AUDI TORI UM - - LATER

It's enpty now, except for Al bert sitting in a seat, eating
hi s | unch.

The stage is open and decorated for the Sing. Tracy wal ks
in and sits behind Al bert.

TRACY
Al bert?

ALBERT
Ch, man, you're not going to slap ne
again, are you?



TRACY
No, no. | just wanted to see if
you're all right.

ALBERT
Me? \Wy?

TRACY
| know why you did it.

ALBERT
Why ?

TRACY

The sane reason | do it. You don't
want to be al one.

ALBERT
You do it? Tracy, you kidding ne?
You' re the queen of Maple Ridge high.

TRACY
VWhich is great until we graduate,
right? 1 have no hone life. So |

made Maple Ridge ny life. M life
is the pits, okay? So, maybe it's
shal low but if I can turn ny | ooks

into an escape, | wll.
ALBERT
Escape?
TRACY

| thought maybe, just maybe, this
stupid show of yours could rescue
me. Maybe | coul d' ve been di scovered.

ALBERT
Oh.

TRACY
Yeah, maybe sone big shot sonewhere
woul d have seen ne and say we need

to hire that girl. | could act in
sonething. | could host sonething.
ALBERT

| didn't nean to screw that up for
you.

TRACY
You're lucky. You have a plan. You
have sonething to | ook forward to.

ALBERT
Before | got sidetracked with this
| unacy.



89.

TRACY
You got sidetracked, is all.

They get up and start to wal k on stage.

TRACY (CONT' D)
You put on quite a show.

ALBERT
| can't lie. It was really great
while it lasted. Everything. For a
while | was part of this community.
Everyone was.

TRACY
It certainly shook things up. |
need to thank you.

ALBERT
You' re wel cone. For what ?

TRACY
You want ed sonet hing and you did
sonething to get it. Ganted, it
was sonet hing stupid, but you did
it. If I want sonmething, |I'm going
to have to do sonething, too

ALBERT
Li ke what ?

TRACY
|"ve sent in applications to NYU, to
Colunmbia, to Northwestern. If I'm

going to get out of here, | have to
do it on my owm, not ride soneone
el se's coattails. | have a future
to map out.

ALBERT

So we're cool ?

TRACY
W' re cool

He passes a trash bin. H's costune is init. That hurts.
Then he sees a copy of the script. He gets it and opens it
up to the page that introduces the Magi c Dude.

ALBERT
Ch, nan.

TRACY
VWhat is it?

Al bert hands the script to Tracy.



ALBERT
Janelle's script. The original.

TRACY
(readi ng)
"Enter The Magic Dude. A quirky boy
who doesn't seem |ike nmuch, the better
to surprise everyone with his gift."

ALBERT
s there anything | haven't screwed
up?

TRACY
It's nothing that can't be fixed.
ALBERT
By soneone conpetent.
TRACY
You can wi n her back.
ALBERT
How?
TRACY

A grand gesture always works. Show
her what she neans to you. She does
mean sonething to you, doesn't she?

ALBERT
Well, yeah, | nmean, ny plan worked,
and | got all this stuff going on;
peopl e sharing interests and hobbi es.
But in the end | couldn't even share
it with her. And she's ny best...ny
best girl. M friend. M girl.
My...girlfriend. M god, she was ny
girlfriend all this time and | didn't
even realize it? Am1l a dope or
what ?

TRACY
You' re a dope.

ALBERT
Thanks for the confirmation but it
was kind of rhetorical. But | can
use your hel p.

TRACY
For ?

ALBERT

A grand gesture.
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| NT. CLASSROOM - - AFTERNOON
Al bert steps in, interrupting the Robotics Club as they

assenbl e the new version of their robot, with an infl atabl e
doll as part of it. Rob |ooks up fromhis wring.

ROB
What do you want ?

ALBERT
| want you to stop it. | want you
to stop avoi ding ne.

ROB
Way should I?

ALBERT
Vell, for starters, it was kinda
your i dea.

ROB
That was ny idea?

ALBERT
| enphasis "kinda."

ROB
Yeah, so?

ALBERT
Oh, and two nore words: spill-over.
You nade out okay riding ny fame
train.

ROB
| suppose.

ALBERT

After all we've been through; the
pants-ing, the | ocker-stuffing, the
| ndi an burns, you're going to bai
on me now?

ROB
| think they're called Native-Anmerican
bur ns now.
ALBERT
Probably. Anyway, | need hel p.
need to make anends. It's still our

seni or year, dude.

Rob t hi nks and nods.

Dude.
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They bunp fi sts.
They are then joined by the fenbot.

ROB ( CONT' D)
Oh, check it out, it's our fenbot.

ALBERT
Vell, look at you, Dr. Frankenstein,
all creating aberrations.

ROB

Turns out re-wiring a robot is easier
than remmring a TV renote. And catch
this; these guys not only play video
ganes, they create thenl

| NT. CLASSROOM -- AFTERNOON

It's the very beatni k-centric poetry reading club. Rayne
recites her poem

RAYNE
Round about, Round about.
You sinply spin yarns.
The truth is an obstacl e.
For you to negate.

Al bert pokes his head in. A book is hurled at himand he
ducks out. A nonent |ater, his hand conmes in, waving a white
handker chi ef .

ALBERT
Rayne, please, | have to talk to
you.

EXT. MOE'S MAG C SHOPPE -- DAY
Al bert, Rob, Rayne and Tracy wal k into the shop.
| NT. AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

It's the night of the big show The audience is packed with
friends and famly.

There's a table to the side with alumi JUDGES taki ng notes.
On the table sits the winner's trophy.

On stage, a group of girls are doing a tap dance. The nascot,
a Rooster, hops around the sidelines as the cast perforns.

PAUL
W do it as our fore-students before
us did it; we go so we can get---

ALL
Yes? Yes?
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PAUL
Qur dipl oma
ALL
Hur r ah!
Janell e starts playing the tune "Cklahoma!" The actors each

pul | out a diplom and sing:

ALL ( CONT' D)
(To Gkl ahonma!))
Oh, diploma; what the class gets
graduati on day
And the canpus grounds fill with
caps and gowns
As the seniors rule all they survey

Ch, diploma

Evi'ry kid gets sheepie skin good-
byes

Every end of June they play that
t une

Maki n’ students into al umi

We got the old parchnent in hand
Now we can bl ow this pop stand!

And when we say, you freshman cl ear
t he way!

We're only sayin'

You're doin' fine, Wth diplomas
Wth diplomas, okay!

Janelle is at the piano, playing away, |ooking very pleased.

The nunber conmes to a close, the curtains close and the stage
goes dark

Janel |l e | ooks confused, flipping through the script. Rob's
voi ce cones over the sound system Flashing strobes start.

ROB (O S.)
And now, the grand finale, a rare
appearance by the Mgi ¢ Dude.

The curtain opens to reveal Albert in his wzard outfit and
G oucho Marx gl asses.

Rebecca is rolling her eyes. Dad and Mom | ook confused.
Mom flips through the program

ALBERT
|"ve got spirit, yes | do! | got
spirit! How about you?

He waves his arns and two flash pots go off. The audi ence
i s hooked.
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ALBERT ( CONT' D)
| Iike the classics; like pulling a
rabbit out of a hat. Assistant!
Bring me ny hat!

Rob cones out, carrying a top hat, held out at his waist.
Al bert waves his hand over the hat.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Yes, siree, you can't go wong with
t he cl assi cs.
Al bert reaches into the hat.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)

Now I'I'l say the magic word; Al catraz!
ROB

Al catraz? | thought it was al akazam
ALBERT

It's Al catraz because |'m hel ping
the bunny to escape.

He reaches further and further into the hat, up to his
shoul der.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Wait, wait, | got sonething!

He pulls up a pair of underwear. He holds it up. It says
"property of Maple Ridge Hi gh School" on the back

Rob grabs it away and hurries off stage.

The audi ence and judges are enjoying the act.

Al bert grimaces and deci des he needs to wi pe his hands. He
pul | s a handkerchi ef out of his pocket and a |ong string of
hanki es cone out. The last one is a flag that says, "o
Mapl e Ri dge Roosters!”

Meanwhi | e, a hand cones out the side of the curtain, beckoning
Janell e to cone backstage. She heads back.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Moving on. I'Il just get ny magic
wand. . .

He pulls out a nagic wand and it goes linp. He tries to
straighten it out, but it keeps drooping.

Just then, Tracy, in a sexy outfit, crosses the stage. The
wand goes straight.

Mom cri nges in audience.
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MOM
| wish he wouldn't work bl ue.

ALBERT
You know what, let's forget all this
and go straight to the big finale.
Bring out the magic box!

Rob and Tracy wheel out the magic cabinet |ast seen in Me's
Magi ¢ Shoppe.

MOM
How did he---?

DAD
Let's just say he'll be doing the
di shes for a long tine.

Rob and Tracy exit.

ALBERT
| thought senior year was going to
suck. Granted, | was basing that on
the previous three years. | thought
| had a way to spice things up.

He pulls out magic dust and sprinkles it around.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
| thought | could rmake nysel f
sonething I"'mnot and try and inpress
peopl e.

He steps into the cabinet, tapping on the walls, closing the
door, then opening it back up.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
But | couldn't. And doing that,

well, | made ny life enptier than
t hi s cabi net.

He closes the door again and turns it around three tines.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)

| tried to fill it with a |ot of
stupid, vapid things when there was
only one thing that could fill this
voi d.

He waves his wand. Then he opens the cabinet. A confused
Janel l e is inside.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)
Janel | e.

JANELLE
Al bert! How did you---?



She | ooks
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ALBERT
Magi c.

JANELLE
| don't know what you're up to---

ALBERT
Wait, Janell e.

JANELLE
VWhat do you want now? You need a
second take?

ALBERT
| want to apol ogi ze.

JANELLE
Do you? And this is off the record?

ALBERT
That's over, Janelle. You know it.
| let it get out of hand.

JANELLE
O maybe you got exactly what you
want ed?

over to Tracy.

ALBERT
No, no. | was wrong.

JANELLE
How wr ong?

ALBERT

Amazi ngly wong. Stupendously w ong.
You got a thesaurus?

JANELLE
| can't believe how you changed.

ALBERT
"1l never go on TV again. Heck,
won't even owmn a TV if you say so.

|"msorry, I'"'ma jerk
JANELLE
|"'msorry you're a jerk, too.
ALBERT
Funny.
JANELLE
You're right, though, | was jeal ous,
Al bert.

( MORE)



JANELLE ( CONT' D)
| had you to nyself all these years
and | couldn't take you being with
everyone else Don't you ever put
me in that situation again.

ALBERT
No prob. Like I was saglng wor | d
may not have been very ig, but with

you, it was very ful
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He pulls out a bouquet of flowers fromhis sleeve and presents

themto Janell e.

ALBERT ( CONT' D)

| don't need popularity. | don't
need a docunentary. | just need
you.

Tracy is in the w ngs.
TRACY
(chanti ng)
Forgive him forgive him
The audi ence takes up the chant.
They ki ss.
The curtains close to huge appl ause.

| NT. BACKSTAGE -- CONTI NUCUS

They continue to kiss as the cast gathers around. Paul throws
hi s hands up in disgust.
Ms. Wendell conmes out.
MRS. WENDELL
Curtain up, take your bows!
The curtain goes up.
Suddenly, Rose cones in, with Phil, WIllie and Jerry film ng

agai n.

ROSE
There you are!

PAUL
Lookit! Lookit! He's at it again!

ALBERT
Ch, no, no, no. \What are you doing
her e?



ROSE
That video clip, instead of alienating
the view ng public, it attracted

nmore than ever! It was a great
pronotional tool. The show s back
on.

Cast cheers.

ROSE ( CONT' D)
There's just one thing...

ALBERT
What ?

ROSE

Vell, it seens when we bought the
rights to the project fromthese
guys. . .

(indicting Phil and

t hem
...We got the signed rel eases from
everyone except Janelle and Rob---

ROB
Vell, duh. W didn't sign because
it wasn't for real

PAUL
| knew it!

HORT
Shut up, Paul.

ROSE
Right. But nowit is, so we need
release fornms fromyou, Janelle and
Al bert.
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Everyone turns to Albert as Rose pulls out a formand pen
and hands it to him He |ooks at the group. He |ooks at

Janel | e.

He | ooks at the form

He tears it up.

ALBERT
No way am | going through that again.
|'"ve had all the fame | can dea
Wit h.

JANELLE
Me, too.

They ki ss agai n.

Paul approaches Rose and the crew.
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PAUL
Hey, look, if you're |ooking for
soneone who's cabl e ready. ..
The canmera pulls back fromthe scene to reveal
I NT. LIVING ROOM -- N GHT
W're in a fancy, futuristic living roomand the Al bert and
Janel | e kiss video is playing on a w de-screen hi-tech
tel evision. Gaphics "The End" conme up on the TV picture.

Janelle's Sing trophy sits on the wall unit next to the set
and the repaired vase.

A hand cones into view holding a video gane control pad. A
gutton is pushed and the TV gets turned off and the [ights
im

THE END
FREEZE FRAME. GRAPHI C. Hearts and fl owers.
FADE TO BLACK.
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